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I will make in presenting this Bill will
not be very long and I think I will be
able to get to the end of it without any
real difficulty.

In presenting this Bill for the considera-
tion of members, I desire, at the outset,
to reflect that the financial year just con-
cluded finished in the Treasury with a
balanced Budget, to all intents and, pur-
poses, for the Government came within
$27,000 of a balanced Budget last year.
On present indications, there are good
prospects for the Treasurer budgeting this
year for a deficit of manageable propor-
tions without recourse to substantial in-
creases in taxation or other charges.

Although there have been several
changes recently in the formula governing
the disbursement of financial assistance
grants to the States which have raised
these payments by the Commonwealth, the
incidence of rising costs, particularly as
a consequence of substantial increases in
salary and wage rates, continues to present
major financial problems to all the States.

Additionally, there is the pressure on
State Budgets, which increases as the
standard of living rises and the wealth
of the nation increases. Quite obviously,
an increase in prosperity brings with it
demands for expanded and improved ser-
vices, and these demands increase at a
faster rate than the revenues of the States.

The Treasurer, when introducing this
measure in another place, expressed the
view that it had become apparent that all
the States in general would have to take
steps to enlarge their resources because of
these factors. In our ease, there will,
however, be the benefit of -a full year's
return from revenue-producing measures
Passed by Parliament last year, and It is
not contemplated any marked degree of
additional revenue-raising effort will be
required in this State during the current
financial year.

I interpolate here to give Mr. Strickland
in advance some idea of what the answer
will be to the question he raised this after-
noon. Of course, when I give him the
answer 'formally tomorrow, it must be in
the negative.

The revenue Budget and the Loan
Estimates are in course of preparation and
will be Presented to Parliament in due
course in the Legislative Assembly. Then,
at a later stage in the session, the usual
Appropriation Bill will be introduced.

In the meantime, it is necessary to
introduce a measure of this nature in
order that funds might be Provided to
carry on the services of the State, B~nd
this is the Purpose of the Bill now before
members.

The sum of money being sought through
the introduction of this Supply Bill repre-
sents the estimated requirements for the
first three months of this financial year,
and this follows the normal pattern
developed over the years.

An amount of $48,000,000 is being sought
by this Bill in respect of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, and $15,000,000 in respect
of the General Loan Fund. These amounts
exceed the provisions in last year's Supply
Bill, which was introduced at this stage of
the session, by $6,000,000 and $1,000,000,
respectively. As I indicated earlier, the in-
creased sums now being sought are needed
in order to meet the general currently
higher cost of Government services and
the expansion of those services.

There is provision in the Bill also for
an issue of $5,00,000 from the Public
Account to enable the Treasurer to make
such temporary advances as may be neces-
sary to carry on the services of the State.
This amount is identical with that ap-
proved last year when Parliament passed
the 1966 Supply Bill.

I conclude, Mr. President, by remarking
that full details of proposed transactions
on both the Consolidated Revenue Fund
and the General Loan Fund will be avail-
able to members when the Estimates are
presented to Parliament, in another place.
I do not see any necessity for me to
elaborate further on this measure.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. W. F. Willesee (Leader of the
Opposition).

House adjourned at 5.9 p.m.

Wvjxhlaftiur Agrninbl
Wednesday, the 2nd August, 1961)

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
Ministerial Statement

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-minister for
Lands) [4.33 p.m.]: With your permission,
Mr. Speaker, I should like to table the
cover of the future telephone directory
of Western Australia which was sent to
me today through the courtesy of the
Deputy Director of Posts and Telegraphs
in Western Australia. The cover depicts
a scene in the district of the member tar
Warren, but its main purpose is in con-
nection with bush fires. The wording is,
"Take Care. Prevent Fire." It is a warn-
ing and, I think, quite a timely one which
will be on every telephone directory in
Western Australia. Everyone should be
aware of the need to see that fire does not
take control.

The paper was tabled.

QUESTIONS (45): ON NOTICE
HOUSING

Midland: Applications and Waiting
Period

1. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Housing:
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(1). What number of applications
for-
(a) rental homes;
(b) purchase homes,

are awaiting finalisation in
the Midland district?

(2) What is the waiting time in the
Midland district for applicants
for-
(a) two-bedroom homes;
(b) three-bedroom homes?

(3) What number of applications are
waiting in the Midland district
for-
(a) single-unit flats;
(b) two-unit flats:
(c) Mcfless homes;
(d) homes for broken families

(i.e., not legally separated)?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) At the 30th June, 1967-166.

(b) At the 30th June, 1967-57.
(2) (a) Applications lodged in Octo-

ber, 1985, for rental homes
are receiving attention.

(b) Applications lodged in May,
1965, for rental homes, and
July, 1965, for purchase
homes are receiving atten-
tion. Applicants with their
own land may proceed im-
mediately.

(3) (a) There is no segregation of
single unit applications by
districts in the metropolitan
area.

(b) 21.
(c) Nil.
(d) Statistics of this nature are

not kept.

Midland and Bassendean: Current
Constructions

2. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What number of homes are being

currently built in-
(a) Midland district;
(b) Bassendean district?

(2) What number of fiats are being
built at present in-
(a) Midland district;
(b) Bassendean district?

Ashfleld-Icoongamia: Single-unit
Flats

(3) Have any single-unit flats been
built in the past seven years in
the area Ashfield to Koongamla?

(4) If "No," why are those districts
not catered for?

Mr. O'NETL replied:
(1) (a) 80.

(b) Nil.

(2) (a) Nil.
(b) Nil.

(3) NO.
(4) The demand for this type of unit

is much heavier in areas closer
to the city and, with the very
limited funds available, it has
been possible to erect only a very
limited number of flats.

Metropolitan Area: Applications and
.Meeting of Demand

31 Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What is the total number of appli-

cants In the metropolitan area
for-
(a) single-unit flats;
(b) two-bedroom houses;
(c) three-bedroom houses?

(2) When is it expected the Govern-
ment will be able to meet the
demand for flats and houses in
metropolitan area?

Mr. ONEIL replied:
(1) (a) 1,262 (on assumption that

single unit means lone Per-
son).

(b) 1,409 (applicants do not
specify size of house required.
The Commission makes this
assessment).

(c) 8,850 (applicants do not
specify size of house required.
The Commission makes this
assessment).

(2) There will always be a demand for
housing in a progressive State.
A falling off in demand for hous-
ing is an indication of economic
recession.

Haze imere, Caversham, Middle Swan, and
Eden Hill North: Provision by Commission

4. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Has the State Housing Commis-

sion given consideration to build-
ing new houses in the following
districts:-
(a) Hazelmere:
(b) Caversham;
(c) Middle Swan;
(d) Eden Hill North?

(2) Will he state the result of such
consideration, if any?

(3) Is he aware that private builders
are building in the district re-
ferred to?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Hazelinere-The commission

has acquired a few lots in this
small residential zone.

(b) Caversham-There is no land
in this area zoned residential.
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(c) Middle Swan-Lots have been
acquired. Building in this
area will be considered as
availability of finances per-
mnit.

(d) Eden Hill North-Land has
been acquired and develop-
ment is at present being con-
sidered.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Yes.

ONIONS
Onion Marketing Board: Effect of

Abolition
5. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Is it a fact that following the

holding of a growers' poll, there
is now no restriction or control
exercised over the Production, dis-
tribution, and sale of onions?

(2) if so, what steps have been taken
to notify growers and growers'
organisations accordingly'?

(3) When does he intend formally
announcing the result of the poll
held on the 19th July last, which
action would dissolve the Onion
Marketing Board?

'(4) Is the board still operating?
'(5) If so, what are its current activi-

ties?
'(8) Is it intended that the board,

which growers have determined
should go out of existence, or any-
one on its behalf or in its stead,
should take court action and seek
prosecution Of any growers who
might have been suspected of
having committed breaches of the
Act or regulations prior to the
taking of the poll?

-(?) What is the approximate value of
assets which the board will
relinquish?

(8) Who will receive or take posses-
sion of the assets and moneys to
the credit of the board at the
time of its ceasing to function?

(9) Is it a fact that any assets of the
hoard have been gained directly or
indirectly from moneys drawn
from onion growers?

(10) As a consequence is it proposed
to distribute amongst growers the
money Proceeds of the board's
assets?

(11) If not, who will be the bene-
ficiaries?

(12) Will he supply a copy of the last
balance sheet of the board?

Mr. NAITER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Auctioneers, merchants, and

agents have been advised by the
board and this information was

relayed to growers over the A.B.C.
Market News on Friday, the 21st
July,

(3) When regulations to wind up the
affairs of the board which have
been drafted are published in the
Government Gazette.
It is expected this will be within
three weeks.

(4) The board is operating to the ex-
tent necessary to sell off stocks of
onions already in its Possession
and to finalise payments to
growers. It is taking stock of all
plant, equipment, and goods, etc.,
for accounting and disposal.

(5) Answered by (4).
(6) This matter is being considered

by the board and its solicitors.
(7) The approximate net book value

is $30,000.
(8) It is proposed that a committee

be appointed to wind up the
board's aff airs.

(9) Yes. Within the limits of the
statutory deductions which the
board has made.

(10) No.
(11) It is proposed that any remain-

ing moneys shalt be paid into aL
trust fund to be established and
kept at the Treasury and may be
applied to such purposes relating
to the onion industry as the Min-
ister approves.

(12) The last balance sheet of the
board was tabled in the House on
the 1st August, 1907.

Growving Season: Definition
6. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:
In re the Marketing of Onions
Act, will he explain the essential
difference between the terms-

"during either of the two last
preceding growing seasons",
and
"during either of the two last
growing seasons"?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Only the former phrase appears in
the Marketing of Onions Act. The
question is therefore irrelevant to
the interpretation of the Market-
ing of Onions Act.

B3ARRACKS ARCHWAY
Expenditure on Preservation

7. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
(1) What is the total sum expended

to date on the remains in front
of Parliament House, usually re-
ferred to as the "Barracks Arch"?

(2) What further amount is it estim-
ated will be spent by the time all
work on it is completed?
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Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) $6,000.
(2) To complete underpinning-$500.

The scheme and details of refac-
ing works, including landscaping,
have not been decided. It is
anticipated this work could cost
approximately $18,000.

NURSES
Reforms in Training

8. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Do Western Australian trainee

nurses attend any lectures in their
own time?

(2) If "Yes,"
(a) is there any intention of dis-

continuing this practice;
(b) is there any intention of im-

plementing any of the other
suggested recommended re-
forms in New South Wales
nurses training as outlined
on page 9 of The West Aus-
tralian of the 31st July1 1957?

Mr, ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Some lectures are attended in the

nurses'* own time.
(2) (a) Schools make every attempt

to reduce the amount of for-
mal teaching in the nuyses'
own time.

(b) As the only information avail-
able up to date is the out-
line mentioned, it is impos-
sible to comment. 'However,
nurse training is at present
under review by the Nurses'
Registration Board.

RAILWAY STATION: PERTH
Lowering of Line and Establishment of

Rapid Transit System
9. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) To what maximum depth could

the rails at Perth railway station
be sunk to reach a satisfactory
height above or in relation to
water level?

(2) Did the Government give a 1962
and 1905 election undertaking to
lower the Perth railway station
with a view to establishing com-
mercial buildings above such area?

(3) Has the Government any inten-
tion of proceeding with this
scheme?

(4) If not with commercial buildings,
or in preference thereto, will the
Gyovernment give immediate con-
sideration to sinking the lines to
permit the provision of a road and
rail co-ordinated rapid transport
system for the metropolitan area
on the area provided above rails?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(2) Na significant lowering of the rail-

way is possible without lowering
the existing water table.
Following examination of the pro-
posal by De Leuw Cather & COM-
pany, lowering of the railroad
grade to a maximum of 15 feet
was recommended. To achieve
this it is necessary to lower the
water table accordingly.

-(2) In his policy speech of 1962, the
Premier made reference to the
proposed replanning of Perth
Central Station area in conjunc-
tion with the standard gauge pro-
ject and town planning.

(3) The Government has already re-
quested tenderers interested to
submit proposals in connection
with the lowering of the central
city railway, and proposals are to
be submitted to the Government
by November the 30th this year.

(4) Answered by (3).

RAILWAY STATION;, WEST
MIDLAND

Shelters: Costs and Seating
10. Mr. BRADY asked the minister for

Railways:
(1) What was the individual cost of

erecting two passenger shelters at
the new West Midland station?

(2) What was the cost of demolishing
the first shelter erected?

(3) What was the approximate seat-
ing accommodation provided in
the first shelter?

(4) What is the seating provided in
the second shelter?

(5) How does the seating accommo-
dation compare with other metro-
politan stations?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) First shelter-$1316.

Second shelter-$2456.
(2) Approximately $10. This is In-

cluded in the cost of the second
shelter.

(3) Accommodation for 22 persons.
(4) Accommodation for 70 persons.
(5) The seating provided .is to an

equivalent standard.

FLOODING
West Midland: Remedial Action

11. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What action Is being taken re-

garding flooding of private pro-
perties at West Midland caused
by embankment of the standard
gauge railway at West Midland
and the building of the new
standard gauge bridge near Hazel-
mere?
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2) Has any action been taken to
ease the flooding occurring each
winter since the new bridge and
banks were built?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) I am advised that the flooding

referred to is not caused by rail-
way construction.

(2) No.

SCHOOL AT HELENA VALLEY
Land Acquired from Mr. Counsel

12. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Education:

In regard to Lots 79 and 80, Scott
Street, Helena Valley, purchased
from Mr. Counsel for the purpose
of a primary school, could an as-
surance be given that in the event
of the land not being used for the
purpose for which it was purchased
it be offered back to Mr. Counsel
under conditions similar to those
which apply to the resumption of
land for a specific purpose but not
used for that purpose?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
No such assurance can be given.
However, in the event of the Edu-
cation Department not requiring
the land for school purposes, Mr.
Counsel will be given 'the first
option of re-purchase.

CHILD WELFARE
Cost 4o1 Maintenance at Institutions

13. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Child Wel-
fare:

What is the estimated cost to the
State of keeping a child in an
institution?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
The cost to the State of keeping
a child in an institution varies
very greatly with the purpose of
the institution.
For example, it costs $17.70 per
week to keep a child in an open
hostel where the child makes a
contribution from wages to his or
her own keep.
It costs $52.20 per week in
'Hfllston" which is an "open"

reformatory where meat and pro-
duce grown on the farm lowers
the per capita cost.
It costs $88.90 in "Riverbank"
which is a completely enclosed
secure reformatory.

POWER STATIONS
Cost of Oil Fuel

14. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Electricity:

As it is the intention of section
20 of the State Electricity Act
that Parliament will be informed

on all matters pertaining to all
business of the commission, will
he advise the terms and condi-
tions of any contracts entered
into for the supply of oil for use
at the commission's power sta-
tions--
(a) now operating; and
(b) projected?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The intention of section 20 Is not
as the honourable member has
stated.
The Government does not intend
to disclose the commission's ar-
rangements far the purchase of
f uel oil.

EWINOTON SCHOOL
Closure

15. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Education:

Having regard to the anxiety and
concern of parents whose child-
ren attend the Ewington School,
what action does his department
intend taking, now or in the
future, for its closure?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
The school will be kept open for
the time being. No action for
its closure will be taken in the
future without reference to the
parents.

TEMPORARY MINING RESERVES

Regulations to Govern
16. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has a. decision been made to accede

to the request of the Kalgoorlie
branch of the Amalgamated Pros-
pectors of W.A. (Inc.), derived
from a special meeting of the
branch held at Kalgoorlie on the
17th July, 1967, and forwarded to
the Minister through the associa-
tion, that regulations governing
the granting, holding and working
of temporary reserves sbould be
promulgated pursuant to the Min-
ing Act?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr. BOVELL replied:
(I) and (2) For some time the Mines

Department has been closely ex-
amning the position regarding the
granting of temporary reserves and
the conditions pertaining thereto.
No decision has been made in re-
gard to the request referred to.
There are administrative and
technical problems which must be
given careful consideration before
any decision to promulgate regu-
lations can be made.
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STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY
Kociyanobbing-Kalgoorlte: Ballasting

17. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Has ballast laying commenced on

the standard gauge route between
Koolyanobbing and Kalgoorlie?

(2) If not, when is it expected this
work will be commenced?

(3) Will any of the locomotive crew
members operating the ballast
trains be drawn from Kalgoorlie
for this work?

(4) If not, why not?
Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Approximately January-February,

1968.
(3) Yes.
(4) Answered by (3).

KALGOORLIE-B3ROAD ARROW
ROAD

Reconstruction
18. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Has a decision been made with

regard to the entire reconstruction
of the Kalgoorlie - Broad Arrow
road having regard to the limited
life of the present road as sug-
gested recently by the divisional
engineer of the Main Roads De-
partment?

(2) If not, when can the announce-
ment of a decision be expected?

Mr. ROBS HUTCHINSON replied:
(2) No.
(2) The recent report from the di-

visional engineer indicated that
the section of the road Pavement
near Kalgoorlie was showing signs
of aging. However, the depart-
ment has been concentrating its
efforts on the completion of the
black top at the northern end of
this road through to Leonora, a
work which it is expected will be
completed well before the end of
this year. An evaluation of the
divisional engineer's report will be
made and consideration given to
the allocation of funds in a future
programme.

M.V. "HAME'LIN"
Purchase and Refitting

1G, Mr, TONKIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisher-
ies:
(1) What was the purchase price of

the vessel Hamelin previously
known as the Settler?

(2) When was the vessel purchased?
(3) Was the vessel subjected to care-

ful inspection before purchase?

(4) Has it been undergoing extensive
repair and refitting?

(5) What is the cost of such work as
is necessary?

(6) Was the vessel Jeaking badly in
the hull, on its deck, and super-
structure when brought to Fre-
mantle?

(7) For what period has the vessel
been undergoing repairs, etc.?

(8) Is the H-amneln large enough for
the purpose for which it was pur-
chased?

(9) Is the department satisfied that
after taking into account the
amount of equipment already
placed in the Hamelin it will be
possible, without jeopardizing the
buoyancy of the vessel, to load the
requisite quantity of fuel, water,
and stores?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) $400
(2) December, 1966-delivered Fre-

mantle January, 1967.
(3) Yes-by a naval architect and a

departmental officer.
(4) Yes.
(5) Approximately $16,000.
(6) No.
(7) Six months.
(8) Yes.
(9) Yes.

KING'S PARK
Information Pavilion: Cost

20. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What is the estimated cost of the

public information pavilion which
is being constructed by the Main
Roads Department in Ring's
Park?

(2) Are there not many works of
higher priority upon which the
money could be better spent?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) A tender has been accepted for

the construction of this pavilion
at a cost of $38,850.

(2) In considering the investment of
this modest sum, regard must be
had to the purposes for which
this pavilion is to be erected. The
Government is conscious of the
need for consistently keeping the
public informed on the progress
being made with its major works.

Mr. Tonkin: You're not serious, are
you?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In this in-
stance, the Mitchell Freeway pro-
ject-representing a present com-
mitment estimated at about $20
million-is one of vital and con-
tinuing interest to the citizens of
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Perth. Because of the consider-
able size of the project and the
length of time it will take, com-
bined with the fact that while
large construction jobs in progress
do not Present a very attractive
appearance, the department con-
sidered it desirable to provide the
people of Perth with a facility
where a model and explanatory
plans, showing the completed
works, may be viewed. It was for
this reason that a decision was
made to erect the pavilion in
King's Park. Not only will it
provide an information centre, but
at the same time it will provide a
viewing platform of a large seg-
ment of the Mitchell Freeway pro-
ject, together with the central city
area, Perth Water, and south of
the river.
The pavilion will be so constructed
as to blend into the escarpment of
King's Park and will not in any
way intrude on the natural ap-
pearance of the area.
It can also be used to exhibit
plans of other projects of com-
munity interest.

LAND AT SOUTH PERTH
Ellam Street and Scenic Crescent,

Acquisition
21. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) For what purpose has an area of

land at the corner of Ellam Street
and Scenic Crescent, South Perth,
been acquired?

(2) What is the size of the block of
land?

(3)
(4)

What was the price paid?
Was it acquired by negotation or
resumption?

(5> Was the price determined by the
usual method of valuation used
by the land resumption office?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) As part of their assignment to

examine the inner ring road and
the need for connecting radial
roads, the Main Roads Depart-
ment's consultants, De Leuw
Cather & Company, have pro-
vided preliminary advice that a
further river crossing down-
stream from the Causeway may
be necessary. In view of this it
was considered desirable to pro-
tect certain -areas of land in the
vicinity of Ellarn Street against
large scale flat development
should a firm bridge proposal
eventuate. With this in mind
negotiations were entered into
with the owners of Lot 4, situated
at the corner of Ellamn Street and
Scenic Crescent, South Perth, for
the acquisition of the property.

(2> Lot 4 contains an area of 1 acre
0 roads 35.6 perches.

(3) $85,000.
(4) It was acquired by negotiation.
(5) The price was assessed by the

Land Resumption Officer, Public
Works Department.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
High Voltage Line: Spanning of Swan

River
22. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Electricity:
(1) What are the particulars of the

alternative Plan to span the Swan
River with a high voltage trans-
mission line from the South Fre-
mantle Powerhouse to the
terminal station at Shenton
Park?

(2) Has the plan been discussed by
the Swan River Conservation
Board?

(3) If "Yes,' has it been approved by
the board?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) to (3) The State Electricity Com-

mission has suggested an over-
head crossing west of Blackwall
Reach approaching through an
industrial area, which is being
discussed with the Swan River
Conservation Board today.

DREDGE "ALAMEDA"
Over haul

23. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Where Is it intended to have the

dredge Alameda overhauled?
(2) If it is not intended to have the

work done at Fremantle, what is
the reason?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
This dredge is owned by a private
company and I have no knowledge
of its intentions in this regard.

EXMOUTH SCHOOL
Upgrading to High School, and

Student Numbers
24. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) When will Exmouth school be

made a Junior High School?
(2) How many children are at the

Exmouth School in the following
secondary school classes:-
(a) First Year:
(b) Second year, and
(c) Third Year?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) The classification of this school

will be reviewed later this year
but Present indications are that
it will be upgraded to a Class 2
Junior High School in 1988.
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(2) The latest figures available (4th
July. 1967) showed-
(a) First year ... 14
(b) Second year ... 11
te) Third year 6

Total 31

SHARK BAY AND GASCOYNE
JUNCTION SCHOOLS

Education above Seventh Grade
25. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Education:
What provision has his depart-
ment made for the continuation of
education of children above
seventh grade until they reach
the Permissible leaving age at such
schools as Shark Bay and Gas-
coyne Junction?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
The resources of the W.A. Cor-
respondence School are available
to assist the headmasters in
organising post-primary courses.

PRISONS
Carnarvon: Inmates

26. Mr. NORTON asked the Chief Secre-
tary:
(1) What is the maximum number of

prisoners held at Carnarvon at
any one time?

(2) What was the total number of
prisoners who served their prison
sentence at Carnarvon last year?

(3) Is it the intention of his depart-
ment to build a new prison at
Carnarvon; if not, what is the
intention of his department?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) 20.
(2) 201 (majority of these serving less

than three months).
(3) No. Carnarvon is a police gaol

manned by police officers. The
intention is to regionalise prison
outstations under the Prisons
Department by development at
Gei aldton and Port Hedland.

COURTHOUSES
Carnarvon;' New Building

27. Mr. NORTON asked the Mdinister
representing the Minister for Justice:

Will a new courthouse be built in
Carnarvon this year and, if so.
where will it be built?

Mr. COURT replied:*
The present intention is to
erect a block of public buildings
in Carnarvon designed to accom-
modate officers of all departments
represented in that centre. A new
courtroom, court office and other

facilities will be incorporated in
this project. The time of com-
mencement is dependent upon the
amount of loan funds which can
be made available from time to
time for works of this kind. The
allocation of loan funds for this
financial year has not yet been
finalised. The site for the pro-
posed building has not yet been
finally determined.

28. This question was pastpvoned.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Numbers Required jar Establishment

29. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) What number of students are re-

quired for a high school such as
Carniarvon to have a fourth-year
class ?

(2) If a high school has not sufficient
-pupils to have a fourth-year class,

does his department in any way
assist children to continue their
education up to Leaving without
having to go away to school and,
if so, in what respects?

Correspondence Courses
(3) Can fourth and fifth-year stu-

dents continue their studies under
correspondence and supervision
at a local high school where
fourth and fifth-year classes are
not available?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Education Department regula-

tions do not prescribe a specific
number of students for the estab-
lishment of fourth-year classes.
However, unless an annual intake
into fourth year of some 30
students is assured, it is not pos-
sible to provide an adequate
range of upper school courses.

(2) Correspondence courses are avail-
able in some 20 Leaving Certifi-
cate subjects through the Tech-
nical Extension Service.

(3) They can continue their studies
under correspondence but it is
not possible for local high schools
to provide them with supervision
or accommodation.

SCHOOL BOOKS
Delay in Su~ly

30. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware that arithmetic

books for grade 5 were not avail-
able until May and that for
grades 6 and 7 these were not
available until the middle of
June?

(2) Which firm was responsible for
the printing of these books?
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(3) When was the manuscript or
prototype of these three text
books given to the publishers?

(4) Did his department take any
steps to find out if the publishers
could carry out the printing of
these textbooks in time for- dis-
tribution at the beginning of the
new year?

(5) Is he also aware that a chemistry
textbook The Essentials Of
Chemistry, by R. Rt. Graham and
L. H. Cragg and used by fourth-
year students was not available
until the middle of June?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) It is assumed that the honourable

member is referring to the
mathematics series Continuous
Progress in Mathematics, which
is being published by Carrolls
Ltd., Perth. The Education De-
partment has not published any
primary school arithmetic books.
Continuous Progress in Mat he-
matics grade 5 was not available
until May and the books for
grades 6 and 7 are not yet avail-
able. Information from the pub-
lishers is that they will be ready
by February, 1968.

(2) Carrolls Ltd., Perth.
(3) Since this was a private business

arrangement, the Education De-
partment cannot supply this in-
formation.

(4) The department did not take any
part in the publication of these
books and had no discussion with
Carrolls Ltd. over the date of
their publication. Neither the
arithmetic nor chemistry books
mentioned were prescribed by the
department but were approved as
being suitable. There were other
suitable and approved books also
available.

(5) The Essentials of Chemistry is an
American text recommended by
the Public Examinations Board
and is used in many high schools.
Its publication is, of course, out-
side the control of the depart-
menit.

HOUSING
Metro-politan and Country Districts:

Provision from 1962 to 1966
31. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

for Housing:
(1) How many homes were provided

by the State Housing Commi s-
sion in the years 1962, 1963, 1964.
1965, and 1968 in the State?

(2) What was the allocation of these
homes as between the metropoli-
tan area and the various country
districts?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2)

Year Metro.

1961-62
1962-03
1963-64
1964-06
1065A06
1966-67

32. Mr
for
(1)

politan
993

1,305
1,413
1.257
1,400

78

Country

220
320
354
310
480
440

North-
West

47
52
59
64

103
141

The above figures relate to homes
built under the State Housing
Act and the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement, and
exclude all other houses built by
the commission with Government
f unds.

POPULATION OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Increase from 1960 to 1966
ROWBERRY asked the Minister

Immigration:
What was the increase to the
State's population from-
(a) immigration;
(b) other causes,
in the years 1980. 1961. 1962,
1963, 1964, 1965, and 1966?

(2) How was this population increase
distributed as between the metro-
politan area and country areas?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) and (2) The information sought

is available from the Statistical
Summary for W.A. prepared and
issued by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statistics,
and is as follows:-

Population Increase and Distribution
1960-61-1965-66

Popni ation I 'breaze Distribation
Year 3 t1gra. Otlher Tat.l Matro. Country

.io (a) (b,) (C) (d)
1960-61 5.. 5128 7,320 12,454 Nqot available
1961-62 6,411 12,304 18,716 10,807 7,848
1002-03 .... 10,227 11,678 21,905 17,S00 4,10a
103-64 .. 8,809 10,992 19,601 10,500 3,101
1904-65 .... 8,260 8,337 16,597 14,600 1,07
1965-00 ... 11,518 10,605 22,123 18,407 3,626

(a) liscess oF long term arrivals over departures, Long
term arrivals are those signifying intention to remin 12
umonths or longer.

(b) includIes natural increase and interstate movement.
(.) Perth statisticaldiiin
(dI) All other western Australian statistical divisions oilher

than that of Perth.

As a point of interest, for 1965-66,
which is the final year of the six
years referred to by the member
for Warren-

Mr. Graham: There are seven in the
question.

Mr. BOVELL: The year I mentioned
was the only one when this hap-
pened, and if the member for
Warren had bothered to look at
the Statistical Sumvwiy for W.A.
he would have found the statistics
in it. The interesting point is that
in 1965-66, the total increase in
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the population of Western Aus-
tralia was 22,123, of which 11,518
came from migration and only
10.605 from all other sources. Of
the total. 18,497 were in the
metroupolitan area, and only 3,626
were in the country: hence my
message to migrants this after-
noon.

HOUSING
Manhimup, Nannup, Pemberton, and

Northcliffe: Applications and Backlog

33. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Housing:
(1) How many people are awaiting

homes from the State Housing
Commission in the Manjimup.
Nannup, Pemberton, Northcliffe
areas?

(2) What plans has the commission to
provide homes for these people?

(3) When is it anticipated that the
backlog on the application list will
be overtaken?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Manjimup-29.

Nannup-Nil.
Pemberton-Nil.
Northcliffe-Nil.

(2) Manjimup-Five new houses were
completed on the 1st August, 1967,
and two old homes were vacated
on the same day. Tenders have
been called for a further two
units.
Nannup-Not applicable.
Pemberton-Not applicable.
Northcliffe-Not applicable.

(3) The oldest application on hand
from Manjimup, was lodg~d on
the 31st October, 1966. Provision
of the aforementioned new and
vacated homes will reduce the
period between the date of lodg-
ment of application and the date
of allocation. In addition, the
vacancy rate in Manjinmup is from
20 to 25 houses per annum so that
the waiting period should be kept
at a minimum. With regard to
Nannup, Pemberton, and North-
cliffe, as there are no applications
on hand, there is no backlog to be
overtaken.

SEWERAGE
Bayswvater, Belmont, and Bassendean:

Extensions
34. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) How far advanced are the plans

for sewerage extensions in the dis-
tricts of Bayswater, Belmont, and
Bassendean?

(2) When is it anticipated that any
major extension of this service
will be undertaken in each of the
above districts?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Bayswater and Bassendean are

largely sewered and extensions to
the existing system are carried out
on request provided development
is adequate and the financial Posi-
tion is satisfactory.
In Belmont a main sewer is under
construction, and adjacent areas
are sewered within availability of
funds.

(2) Answered by (1).

POLICE
Resignations and Strength from 1964

to 1967
35. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) How many resignations were re-

ceived from the Police Force din-
ing the years ending the 30th
June, 1964, 1965, 1966, and 1967?

(2) What was the respective strength
of the force at each of these
dates?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) As at the 30th June-

1964-26.
1965-25.
1966-40.
1967-59.

(2) As at the 30th June-
Authorised Actual

Strength Strength

1964 ..
1965
1966
1967 .. ..

1260 1260
1285 1277
1310 1319
1360 1375'

*This includes 34 probationary
constables in training who were
engaged on the 26th June.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Dayi Labour Force

36. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What was the total number of

men employed by the Public
Works Department on day labour
on the 30th June, 1967, in archi-
tectural and engineering?

(2) What were the segregated totals
of the various tradesmen, etc., at
the above date in the architec-
tural section?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) 2,907. This is the smallest number

of men employed since 1959.
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(2)
Trades

Bricklayers ... 1-
Cabinet Makers
Carpenters
Painters
Plasterers
Plumbers
Electricians. ...
Labourers
Telephone Technicians
Foremen .. .
Truck Drivers, Clerks,

Storemen, Riggers,
etc. ._.....

Apprentices.

Con- Bialn-
arume- tenance
tion.
25 8

12
64 59

20 82
15 $
42 34
25 IS
93 22
0

19 11

3-2 19

347 273
121 54

488 327

RENTAL AND PURCHASE HOMES
Applications. Number Constructed and

Cost fromn 1956 to 1967
37,. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) What were the respective totals

of applications for State Housing
Commission homes-rental and
purchase-at the 30th June, 1956,
1963 and 1967?

(2) How many homes were completed
by the State Housing Commission
during each of these years for-
(a) Rental;
(b) Purchase?

(3) What was the purchase price of
a similar type home at the above
dates for-
(a) Twa-bedroom unit;
(b) Three-bedroom unit?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) State Housing Act and Common-

wealth State Housing Agreement
total applications outstanding-

Year Rental Purchase

30th June. 1956 - 41,720 3,128
30th June, 1963 ..- 4,102 1,698
30th June, 1907 .... 7,5050 5,750

0 Excludes single unit, aged, and working
women (1,201).

(2) Homes completed by State Hous-
ing Commission (S.H.A. & C.S.
Agr.).

Year Rental Purchase

30th June, 7958 ., 1,579 883
30th June, 1963 . 563 1,126
30th June, 1957 -- 667 591.

(3) Purchase Price' (Group Homes).
Year Classification Price

Metro.
Brick

Veneer

30th June, 1050 Two Bedroom_.. 4,890
Three Bedroom.. 5,390

30th June, 1083 Two Bedroom ..., 5,180
Three Bedroom.. 5,730

30th June, 1957 Two Bedroom,.., 5,6150
Three Bedroom.. 6,250

Excludes land.

Total

33
12

123
108
23
78
4S

115
6

30

5t

620
175

795

65

NeM : Purchase prices vary according to
tenders received, thierefore, figures quoted at
any period are only approximate. Types of
accommodation have also varied but for the
purpose of comparison all figures are hued on
briek veneer construction, although this type
of conatruction was not need In 1050, nor were
two-bedroomn homes erected In 1967.

BAYSWATER SCHOOL
Toilet Facilities: Improvemntt

38. Mr. TOMS asked the minister for
Works:
(1) Is he aware of the condition of

the toilet facilities at the Bays-
water State School?

(2) If "Yes," are any works Proposed
to Imnprove the position during the
current year's programme?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:,
(1) Yes.
(2) No.

WEST MORLEY SCHOOL
Additional Classrooms

39. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) How rmany classrooms are to be

erected in the proposed extensions
at West Morley Primary School?

(2) Have tenders been called for this
work?

(3) What date is listed for the com-
pletion of these classrooms?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Six -classrooms, including toilet

facilities.
(2) No. Work is being carried out

by the day labour organisation.
(3) February, 1968, in time for the

commencement of the 1968 school
year.

IRON ORE
Royalties in Next Five Years

40. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
representing Lhe Minister for Mines:

What is the approximate amount
of anticipated royalties that will
be received from iron ore produced
by companies operating in the
north-west over the next five
years?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
In respect of the iron ore projects
now in production in the north-
west, it is estimated that approxi-
mately $23,000,000 will be received
in royalties over the next five
years up to 1972.
In addition to this, to the same
year, It is anticipated that ap-
Proximately $7,000,000 will be re-
ceived from the Mount Newman
project where production is ex-
pected to commence in mid 1969.
These estimates are based on
existing contracts, as it is very
difficult to forecast what addition-
al sales will be made in the next
five years or what royalties would
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be received from companies not
yet commenced construction or
production.
I would like to remind the honour-
able member that I renmember him
saying, in this House, he would do
certain things if one ton of ore
was ever shipped out of Port Red-
land.

Mr. Bickerton: I would like you to
he factual in your statements.

The SPEAKER: Order!

NOOGOORA BURR
Safeguard against introduction

41. Mr. ItHATIGAN asked the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) What plans has his department in

hand for the prevention of the
dreaded "Noogoora burr" being
brought into the Kimberleys by
stock imported fromn Queensland?

(2) Will he ensure that provision will
be made for suitable quarantine
facilities at Halls Creek for stock
imported into W.A. from that
State or elsewhere where the
"Noogoora burr" exists?

Mr. NAtDER replied:
(1) Regulations under the Noxious

Weeds Act will be strengthened
and further representations have
been made to departments of agri-
culture in other States regarding
certificates of freedom from nox-
ious weed seeds.

(2) Inspection points will be estab-
lished at appropriate places, prob-
ably Halls Creek and Kununurra.

TRAFFIC
Albany Higltway-Shepperton Road-

Welshpool Road: Improvement of Flow
42. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Works:
What action is proposed to im-
prove the traffic flow at the
junction of Albany Highway.
Shepperton Road and welshpool
Road, East Victoria Park?

Mr. ROSS HUJTC1HINSON replied:
The Main Roads Department has
prepared a design for channelisa-
tion and installation of traffic
lights at this intersection. Accept-
ance of this scheme has been
awaited from the Perth City Coun-
cil for some time.

HOUSING
Rental Homes: Refusals by Applicants

43. Mr. ELLIOTT asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How many offers of State Housing

Commission rental accommodation
in the metropolitan area were
refused-
(a) by applicants whose turn was

reached;

(b) by applicants approved ahead
of normal turn on what is
known as an emergent basis;,

in each of the last five years?
(2) What percentages of the total

number of offers made under (a)
and (b) do the refusals represent?

Mr. ONEIL replied:
(1) and (2)

(a) Torn Reached
Year _.. 1982-63 1063-64 I064-65 1965-66 1986-67
offers re-

hosed .... 156 206 414 316 376
Percentage

of offers 37-96 2S-"3 30-02 33-44 33058

(b) Emergent
Year .... 1062-03 1963-64 1904-65 1065-86 1966-67
Offemrse-s

fused .. 228 100 112 04 78
Percentage

of offers 2S20 20-86 20-63 17-47 13-85

SHIPPING
Vessels Using Cave Route

44. Mr. HALL asked the minister for
Works:
(1) How many ships using the Cape

route as a consequence of the
Suez crisis called at Western
Australian Ports?

(2) What was the number per Port
and the name of the respective
ports?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) Accurate information re-

garding ships using the Cape route
as a consequence of the Suez
crisis is not available from the
out-ports.
The Fremnantle Port Authority has
supplied the following informa-
tion:-

17 ships (gross registered
tonnage 246,520) from Europe
came via the Cape, and
23 ships (gross registered
tonnage 272,108) went to
Europe via the Cape.
These would normally go via
the Suez and it could be as-
sinned that they took the
Cape route because of the
Suez crisis.
The figures relate to the
period the 3rd June, 1987, to
the 1st August. 1967,

HOUSING
"Home" Publication: Printing Cost

45. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Housing:
(1) Did any or all of the home build-

ing firms, who obtained valuable
advertising space in the booklet
Homne, produced for the W.A.
Government, contribute jointly or
individually towards the Printing
cost of this booklet?

(2) If so, to what extent?
(3) If not, why not?
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(4) Was the booklet printed by the
Government Printing Office or
private enterprise?

(5) What was the total cost involved?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) All firms contributed $300 per

page.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Private enterprise.
(5) The total cost involved was

$15,692.27 and the total cost to
the commission was $4,292.27 or
15C per copy.

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
NATIVE POPULATION

Health andi Hygiene
I. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:
(1) 'Has the Government of Western

Australia any proposed health and
hygiene scheme in mind to be
effective for the whole of the
native population of Western
Australia?

(2) if "Yes," what is the outline of the
proposed scheme and the date of
its introduction?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
I do not know of any specific
scheme which is proposed, or
which is in existence, to deal with
health and hygiene as it relates
to the whole of the native popu-
lation of Western Australia. As
the honourable member will ap-
preciate, the Public Health De-
partment in co-operation with
local health authorities deals with
health matters. The Native Wel-
fare Department, in conjunction
with local authorities, deals with
hygiene. The overall supervision
of the health and hygiene of
natives In Western Australia is
carried out with the co-operation
of those three authorities.

RING ROAD SYSTEM
Southern Leg; Plan

2. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
Will the Premier reconcile the
answer given this afternoon by
the Minister for Works-that it is
the Government's desire to make
as much information available to
the public of its planning as is
possible-with the Government's
refusal twice last year to make
available to me the plan covering
the proposed work for the south-
ern leg of the ring road system?

Mr. BRAND replied;
We have heard a terrible lot about
the "secret plan." The reason I
did not make the plan public was
that it was not a final plan. I

think that ultimately, by devious
means, some people apparently
had access to this information.
That information would not have
been available if some people had
been a little more loyal to the
department. However, it reached
the public and I stood behind
those who refused to make it
available because it was not the
final plan. It was, in fact, just
a drawing of a proposed system
dealing with the southern leg, As
events have proved, there has
been further consideration of the
plan and it would appear to me
that in a relatively short time-in
a matter of months-- some fur-
ther planning and reappraisal of
the situation will come forward.
Really I cannot see the wisdom
of the Government making public
a plan which it knows-and which
its planners know-is not final. I
trust that the Leader of the Op-
position would acknowledge the
wisdom of this fact, His reference
to the Minister fot Works and to
the desire to have the Government
make available the information
would seem to be on the basis of
that information being factual,
justified, and final.
The Leader of the Opposition
would be the first one to crisicise
the Government if we put out a
plan and then later on found it
was not the final plan at all. That
is the answer of the Government,
and it is the answer we have al-
ways given. There has been no
reason, as a result of the recent
decision, to change our thoughts.

KING'S, PARKC
Inf ormation Pavilion

3. Mr. TONICIN asked the Minister for
Works:

Referring to my earlier question
this afternoon, is it the intention
of the Minister then only to make
available in the pavilion In King's
Park complete and final plans for
the information of the public, or
is it intended to make projected
plans available as well?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
At present it will be for the pur-
pose-among other things-of dis-
playing a plan and a model al-
ready constructed of the Narrows
interchange. This model was in
this House and was probably
viewed by the Leader of the Op-
position. We want the public to
study the model and to have as
much information about the inter-
change as possible. information
regarding plans which have not
been finalised will not be avail-
able. For example, the section of
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the river which it was alleged the
Government was going to reclaim
from 'Union Jack Square to the
Causeway will not now be re-
claimed. It was decided only a
few weeks ago that the Govern-
ment would not proceed with any
reclamation of the river in this
area. So it would have been quite
foolish to publish any plans.
It is Possible we will show plans
of future sections. but we do not
want to mislead the public in any
way. I understand the Leader of
the Opposition wishes to make
political capital out of this, but it
is rather astonishing that he, of
all people, should try to make
political capital when he has been
the principal culprit.

SCHOOL BOOKS
Availabilityi

4. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:

Referring to question No. 30 on
today's notice paper, is it not a
fact that the Education Depart-
ment directs which textbooks are
to be used in various schools? 1
refer to the arithmetic book used
in the primary school at Carnar-
von. Does the Education Depart-
ment make certain that such text-
books are available?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
A great deal of latitude is allowed
to headmasters and, indeed,
teachers in regard to textbooks
which they may wish to use ini
the schools.

NATIVES
Kimberievs: Granting of Liquor Rights

5. Mr. B3ICKERTON asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:-

In reply to a question asked by
the member for Kimberley yester-
day, the Minister said that no
further consideration had been
given to the extension of drink-
ing rights to natives in the Kimn-
berleys. Does this mean that the
experiment of granting drinking
rights in other parts of the State
has not been a success? If it does
not mean this, why has no con-
sideration been given to extending
the rights into this particular
area?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
The answer I gave was quite
a factual one: that no serious con-
sideration, or no consideration,
has yet been given to the further
extension of drinking rights.
This cannot be interpreted to
mean that drinking rights in the

areas to which approval has al-
ready been given have been a
failure-not by any means. How-
ever, the Government wants a
longer Period of time in which to
assess the degree of success before
giving consideration to a further
extension of those rights.

BAYSWATER SCHOOL
Toilet Facilities: Improvement

6. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Works:

To part (1) of question 33 on
today's notice paper, regarding
the conditions of the toilet facili-
ties at the Bayswater State
School, the Minister replied that
he was aware of the position. As
the Minister knows the condition
of the toilet 'facilities at that
school, is he prepared to detail
this information to the House
and then reconcile his answer
with part (2) of the question on
the notice paper?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Of course I will. Firstly, there is
no record of any complaint held
by the Public Works Department
or the Education Department re-
garding the condition of the
toilets.
The toilet block at this school is
one of the old type-

Mr. Turns: Very old.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -comnmon

throughout the metropolitan
area, and it consists of brick
walls with link mesh over door-
head level, and a pitched roof.
The interior of this type of toilet
is inclined to be rather dark.
The urinal is of the slate brick
type, but experience has shown
that this is satisfactory provided
ai good standard of cleaning is
maintained. It is not planned to
replace this structure in the near
future.

S7UPPLY BILL
Personal Explanation

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) 15.17 p.m.]: In speaking to the
second reading of the Supply Bill last
evening, I stated that the members of the
Bush Fires Board did not receive remun-
ation. This is correct. However, they
are provided with out-of-pocket expenses
by way of an attendance fee on board
days. In my opinion, this is not a re-
muneration for their services.

Mr. Tonkin: It is a new use of the word!
Mr. BOVELL: No, it is not. It is to cover

personal out-of-pocket expenses. All the
other times when they expend their ser-
vices, they do not receive any payment
whatsoever.
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I have made this statement to clarify
the position in view of the pedantic
attitude of the Leader of the Opposition
on these matters and in order to make
the Position quite clear.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SECOND DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th July, onl
the following motion by Mr. Elliott:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:-

May it please Your Excellency:-
We the Legislative Assembly of

the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [5.19 p.m.]: As I shall be
somewhat severe in my criticism of the
Government as I proceed, I would like to
thank the Premier on a personal note for
the kindness which he showed me yester-
day in extending his congratulations un~on
my election to this very important office
in the parliamentary government of this
State. I am fully conscious of the re-
sponsibilities upon me in this office, as I
would be if a change in public support
caused the Premier and me to change
Places. Nevertheless, I do wish to place
on record that I am very grateful to him
for making what was to me a very pleas-
ing reference under the circumstances.

If one is to take the Speech which His
Excellency the Governor delivered to
Parliament as a guide to what is in store
for us this session, then one must come
to the conclusion that it will not be a very
exacting programme. I know quite well
that it is not the practice to indicate a
great deal of the projected legislation; and
also what appears in the Speech is not al-
ways a reliable guide. However, I am
somewhat surprised that legislation to
amend the Superannuation Act is not
listed, because I was present at a function
when the Premier made a public state-
ment that it was the Government's in-
tention to amend this Act. Does this in-
dicate any change of heart on the part of
the Government?

Mr. Brand: No, not at all. I think this
was an oversight.

Mr. TONKIN: I am pleased to hear it,
but I would have thought that having made
a public announcement, one could expect

to see it included in the listed legislation
which is proposed. There is nothing very
inspiring about this Speech and, conse-
quently, I need not spend any more time
on it.

The most important concern of the
Opposition today is the subject of hous-
ing. I believe from what I have observed
since the last election and, indeed, more
recently, that the State is continuing to
slip back very considerably. This must be
one of the greatest failures of all time on
the part of the Government of this State:
it is a complete failure to recognise the
basic requirements of the people.

I make bold to say we are falling back
in this State to the extent of 4,000 houses
annually. That is, we are falling to meet
the needs of the people for housing in
this State to the extent of 4,000 houses a
year. One need only refer to the figures
which have been given since the session
has commenced to see how many houses
are being built by the commnission and
then, having regard to the fact that pri-
vate residential building has fallen off
considerably, one can realise what is really
occurring.

The main reason for the building in the
private sector being much less than it
ought to be is the rising price of land.
Let us examine this situation for a
moment or two. There are many people--
newly married couples and others--who
desire to build on their own account with-
out going near the State Housing Com-
mission. The first requirement of such
people is a block of land, and if land were
reasonably priced they would buy it and
then they would have some money with
which to meet the difference between
what the finance houses will advance and
what they will require to pay for their
home. But the price of land is such that
in some cases it takes all the money these
people have got just to purchase a block.

Therefore when they approach the
finance institutions for loans they are
limited to 10 per cent., or 65 per cent.,
and, in some cases, 60 per cent., and then
they are faced with a very sizeable second
mortgage at exorbitant interest rates.
That scares most of them off and they
drop the proposition they had in mind.
They then turn to the Housing Commis-
sion for assistance. So the very fact that
land prices have risen the way they have
is responsible for an additional burden on
the Government. What else can one ex-
pect? The people have to be housed.
They cannot continue to ive in over-
crowded conditions.

Young couples desire to get away on
their own, and they are entitled to ex-
pect to be able to do so, but they find
that they cannot, the rising price of land
being the base of this trouble. Added to
that is the fact that the Government is
spending a disproportionate amount of the
loan money available on housing. I
hasten to absolve the Minister for lions-
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Ing from any personal responsibility. This This week a migrant family of six
is entirely a Government failure. The
Minister is a good Minister, and I do not
hesitate to say so. He is keen to provide
as many houses &s he can; but he cannot
make bricks without straw, and it is be-
cause other Ministers are taking more than
their share of the loan funds available
that the Minister for Housing Is unable
to do the job he is keen to do.

Mr. Brand: I should say you are able
to speak with some authority on that.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, fortunately I can
speak with authority on it, which gives
more point to what I am saying. The
Premier should know that a great deal
less of loan money is being made avail-
able for housing. In 1966, the State
Housing Commission's capital Income was
only 9.6 per cent, higher than it was five
Years before, while in that period the
Government's total loan raisings increased
by 22.9 per cent. There should have been
a relative increase in housing; a propor-
tionate increase. However, these figures
Prove conclusively-and they are authen-
tic figures-that a disproportionate
amount of loan funds is being made
available to the Minister for Housing.

Of course, one cannot have one's cake
and eat it, and if someone else Is getting
the lion's share of the loan funds avail-
able, housing has to suffer, and it should
not be suffering. Let us see what others
have to say about this, and I would
point out that I cannot recall, during the
whole of the period I have been in Par-
liament, so much Press publicity of this
problem as that which has appeared in
the newspapers in the last 12 months. I
now quote from the Weekend News, of
Saturday, the 4th March, 1967, and the
very big heading over this article Is-

Housing Crisis Hits W.A. Families
Then the first paragraph reads-

An acute housing shortage is devel-
oping in Perth, and is likely to get
worse, according to industry leaders.
Already it has meant that:

For families seeking rental homes,
rents have risen sharply, few land-
lords will accept families with chil-
dren and waiting lists with the State
Housing Commission have lengthen-
ed rapidly.

All of that is completely factual.
The next paragraph reads-

*For families seeking homes to buy,
building costs are climbing sharply,
land prices are rising again and the gap
between deposits and first mortgages
is widening.

That again is completely factual. To con-
tinue-

The shortage is hitting hardest at
low-income families, particularly
migrants, who cannot afford the $16-
$20 a week rents demanded-even if
the houses are offered when there are
children.

was reunited when a woman offered
them accommodation, but until then
the father had been living in a hostel
for men, the mother in another for
women, two older children in a Child
Welfare Department receiving home
and the two younger in Ngal-a.

On March 16th the Daily News, In its
editorial had a heading, "Government has
failed". The editorial reads as follows:-

If energetic development of the
State is the feather in the cap of the
W.A. Government, then surely housing
marks its greatest failure.

It then goes on to detail how housing is
basic to the requirements of the people
and finishes up by saying-

If W.A. has become a land specula-
tors' paradise this can only be at the
expense of most people.

The second part of the leading article
deals with the appalling Cost and states-

It is not good enough for Housing
Minister O'Neil to say that he needs
$5,000,000 more of Commonwealth
money a year for his own building
activities. Quite apart from all this,
the Government has failed over the
years to check the appalling cost of
land in this city.

That is perfectly obvious. I asked a ques-
tion yesterday in regard to any measures
which had been suggested to the Govern-
ment for dealing with this problem of ris-
ing land prices and the suggestions made to
the Government in 1965. The only answer
I could get was that the Government is
awaiting a report from a committee. It is
fiddling while Rome burns. The sugges-
tions put to it in 1965 were apparently not
palatable, and so a committee was ap-
pointed, and its report can be expected in
the sweet by and by.

in the meantime the cost of land con-
tinues to spiral; this prevents people from
building outside and forces them to turn
to the Government. The result is that the
Government is quite unable to meet the
demand and, accordingly, the situation
worsens every day; to such an extent, and
taking my own experience, that cases
which are considered, and which have
been approved, as emergent have had to
wait more than three months before
houses have become available to them.

I heard "weeks" mentioned by the Min-
ister in answer to questions previously:
but my experience has been that the wait
is three months, and sometimes longer,
for emergent cases. I can understand the
feelings of the Officers in the commission.
They are very efficient officers. One of
them said to me one day, "Mr. Tonkin, we
cannot Put People in houses we have not
got.", This was said to me when I pointed
out that the Particular case was granted
emergent approval more than three months
ago. When I added that surely something
could be done, the officer in question
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acknowledged that something ought to be
done but, as I have already said, his answer
was, d"We cannot put people in houses we
have not got."

Whose job is it to provide these houses?
It is the Government's job. If there is any
department that should get more money
instead of less, it is the State Housing
Commission; because we are dealing with
the very fundamental of our everyday
life-happiness in the home. If we do not
Provide these homes we are contributing
to delinquency and broken homes, and we
are imposing upon ourselves additional
costs which could be avoided if we could
allow these people to get into their homes.

While it is nice to have all these other
glamorous undertakings upon which we
are spending money, it should be a case of
first things first; and surely for the people
generally the first thing is a home-a
decent home in decent surroundings.

It is little wonder that the Anglican
Church made the announcement it did in
connection with this matter, and I quote
from The West Australian of the 6th
April-

Anglicans Restrict Sponsorship
Churchman: Crisis in Housing

for Migrants
The Anglican Church in W.A.* will

not sponsor any mare British migrant
families to the State till there is hous-
ing for them, or unless they can afford
to stay in a guest house.

Then the article goes on to talk about
big families coming out, and how difficult
it is for them to find accommodation.

Can one blame the Church for not en-
couraging families to come here when it is
aware of the housing situation in Western
Australia? The Minister made some
attempt to answer this criticism-not by
providing houses, but by trying to con-
vince these people that there was really
no crisis at all, only a problem.

I agree with what I read out previously
about this State being a land speculators'
Paradise. There are some people in the
community who have become millionaires
as a result of dealing in land.

On the 19th March, 1965, the Premier
was reported in The West Australian as
having said, "The State Government is
examining this problem to get a clearer
Picture." One finds it difficult to under-
stand why the picture was not clear
enough at that stage. But in March, 1965.
the Premier was examining the problem to
get a clearer picture. Apparently he has
not got a clearer picture yet, because he
has done nothing, not a single thing, other
than appoint a committee whose report he
is awaiting. it is my fervent hope that this
report will enable the Premifer to get a
clearer picture, because he certainly needs
it.

I think the picture is clear enough to
most people, and that is that the specu-
lators are in. They just ration the land

onto the market as it suits them, and so
keep the prices up.

Thirteen days after the Premier made
the statement to which I have referred
he made this very statesmanlike utterance,
"Speculation in rural land must stop."
But did it? And what did he do to stop it?
1 agree with him it must stop, but that re-
quires action on the part of the Govern-
ment. The speculators will not stop it
themselves, so somebody has to do some-
thing if it is to be stopped. The Premier
went on to say, "Action might be con-
sidered." He did not say, "Would be con-
sidered." He said that action might be
considered if any were practicable to
dampen the high values in the urban area.
The Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Authority, I understand, made some sug-
gestions to the Premier for stopping it.

Mr. Brand: What were they?
Mr. TONKIN: I am asking the Premier

but he will not tell me.
Mr. Brand: What were they? You are

making the statement.
Mr. TONKCIN: Surely the Premier does

not expect me to know!
Mr. Brand: You made the statement.
Mr. TONKIN: Possibly I might know

some of them.
Mr. Brand: You just made the state-

ment. You tell us.
Mr. TONKIN: I will. I, would like the

Premier to tell me if I am correct. One
suggestion was that the Government should
resume some land.

Mr. Brand: That was a bright sugges-
tion!1

Mr. TONKIN: Was that a suggestion or
not? The echo answers, "No." But of course
it was. That was one of the suggestions
made to the Government. Apparently the
Government did not consider that was
practicable, because the Premier said
action might be taken.

Just imagine, in a situation affecting
thousands of our people, the Government
saying that action might be taken. The
Government decided to hop in while the
going was good. and get some of this
money. It auctioned 150 blocks at Dian-
ella. Subsequently 600 people attended a
sale at Wembley Downs. I understand this
land was sold by the Perth City Council.

Mr. O'Neil; The Government has not
auctioned any land at Dianella yet.

Mr. TONKIN': Did the Government not
auction 150 blocks?

Mr. O'Neil: No.
Mr. TONKIN: Apparently it was only

a proposal which was dropped sub-
sequently.

Mr. O'Neil: But we will.
Mr. TONKIN: The commission certainly

auctioned some land somewhere and
obtained the ruling price for it.

Mr. Graham: That was at Woodlands.
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Mr. TONKIN: The Price obtained was
much above the upset Price.

Mr. O'Neil: The State Housing Commis-
sion has not auctioned any land since I
have been Minister for Housing.

Mr. TONKIN: Perhaps I used the wrong
word when I said "auctioned." It did
sell some land by private treaty or some
other means.

Mr. O'Neil: We offered the land at the
Taxation Department's valuation.

Mr. TONKIN: The commission might
have offered it at that price, but was the
land sold at that price?

Mr. O'Neil: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: I stand to be corrected,

but my understanding of the situation is
that the Prices which the commission ob-
tained were the ruling prices at the time
of the sale of that land. With regard to
the sale at Wembley Downs, the average
price paid was $7,115 a block, more than
$2,000 above the upset Price. Only seven
months before, the average Price in Wem-
bley Downs was $4,936. The rise in the
period of seven months was tremendous.

The fact of the matter is that on today's
prices it costs a person twice as much to
buy land as it cost a person 30 years ago
to buy land and build a house on it.
I know what I am talking about, because
I can take my own position. I bought
the block of lard on which my house is
situated and erected a house on It for half
the price that I would now have to pay
for the vacant block of land next door.

Mr. O'Neil: You would not like your
property to be resumed at that price.

Mr. TONKIN: I am glad the Minister
brought that point up, because later I will
have something to say on resumptions. I
would not want my land to be resumed
under the method of valuation used by
the department. I most certainly would
not.

Mr. O'Neil: If the solution is to ensure
that land is resumed, what sort of value
would you place on It?

Mr. TONKIN4: It is not much good re-
suming land on which a house is built.
just to provide a building block for some-
body else. I cannot see much sense in
that proposition. I assume that only vacant
land will be resumed.

Mr. O'Neil: Then the Price Paid for the
resumption of vacant land is fair.

Mr. TONKIN: I say it is not fair.
Mr. O'Neil: Do you think it should be

higher?
Mr. TONKIN: I say it is not fair for this

reason, and the Minister will know what
I am talking about: There are firms en-
gaged in the business which own large
areas of land, and they subdivide it Section
by section. The price they ask for the
first block in a new section which has
been subdivided is the price they obtained
for the last block in the previous subdivi-
sion, so they are forcing the Price up all

the time. Furthermore, in the lump they
Pay a ridiculously small amount by way
of taxes or rates.

We find a situation where on one
side of the street there Is land which is
not subdivided, and that is taxed in the
lump, and the owner pays rates to the
local authority, in the lump; while on the
other side of the street, where the land
is subdivided and being built on. the
owners are being taxed on that land at a
rate many times greater than the tax on
the unsubdivided land opposite. Imme-
diately the unsubdivided land becomes
subdivided, and houses are built on it,
the value then corresponds to the value
of the land on the other side of the
street.

This land is situated in a thickly popu-
lated area. The Minister knows this
area well; I refer to the district of Mel-
ville. As soon as this land is subdivided
in sections the value placed on it for
rating purposes is out of all proportion to
what the land was previously rated at.
More of this land could be forced onto
the market if greater consideration were
given to the relative value of unsubdivided
land, as compared with the subdivided
land In close proximity.

Mr. Rushton: Have, you observed that
in recent times?

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, it is happening now.
Mr. Rushton: There is a tendency to

put a block value on the land.
Mr. TONKIN: It is happening now. I

have spoken to local authorities about it
and have asked, "Cannot something be
done about this?" and they say, "That is
the value the Taxation Department puts
on it."

Mr. Dunn: That is just on market value.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You want higher

prices put on it?
Mr. TONKIN: I say it is ridiculous. It

should be valued, for taxation purposes,
on a similar basis to the land in proxim-
ity to it and should not carry this lower
value because it has not suited the owner
for the time being to subdivide It. The
situation is different where the land is
not ready for subdivision. I do not think
we would be entitled to penalise people
who are anxious to subdivide their land
but are not allowed to do so. Then, of
course, the situation is entirely different;
but the land about which I am speaking
is ready for subdivision and could be sub-
divided If the owners were prepared to
subdivide it all at once. But they are
not ready to do that. It would not suit
them because it would push prices down,
and their desire Is to push prices up, and
keep them going up. So they have a
small section subdivided.

They do not auction the land; they put
a price on it and, as they sell it, the
price they got for the last block in the
last subdivision becomes the price they
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ask for the first block in the new sub-
division when they open It up. Under
that method, it is inevitable that the
price of residential land will continue to
rise.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What would you
do?

Mr. Brand: What is your suggestion?
Mr. TONKIN: I would have them sub-

divide, and if they did not I would re-
sumne the land and subdivide it. I under-
stand that is the suggestion the M.R.P.A.
made to the Government.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: All land not sub-
divided should be subdivided?

Mr. TONKIN: No, I did not say that.
I referred to land which is ready for sub-
division, and could be subdivided if the
owner were prepared to do so; and I
said it should be resumed if he would not
subdivide and sell. I would not let him
hang back in the traces and feed it out
little by little.

Mr. Rushton: Is this for one, five or
50 acres, or any other size?

Mr. TONKIN: I would not care if it
were a thousand acres. If it were ready
for subdivision, approval would be given
for subdivision if application were made;
but the person who owns it declines to
apply for subdivision because he wants
to feed it out on to the market. I would
not allow him to do that.

Mr. Dunn; What if he wants to retain
it? Say, if he lives in the Darling Range
area or Kalamunda?

Mr. TONKIN{: If he Is living in an area
where services are available and people
want houses he should be obliged to make
it available for residential purposes, if it
is his intention to hold it and ma:ke it
available for housing purposes some 50 or
100 years hence.

Mr. Dunn: What about all the land held
that is available for residential purposes?

Mr. TONKIN: That is a remarkable
interjection, because it would suggest
there is no problem of rising prices. I
would like to hear the honourable mem-
ber on this question explain why there
are rising prices- Let him bay whether
there are rising prices or not. That is the
first question.

Mr. Dunn: There have been rising
prices ever since we first came into the
country. They are nothing new.

Mr. Fletcher: There is no legislation
now to stop it.

Mr. Brand: Was there ever?
Mr. Fletcher: Yes; during the last years

of Labor Government.
Mr. Court: There was the greatest black

market of all times; racketeers got rich
and decent people could not get land.

Mr. Graham: You are the expert on
rackets.

Mr. TONKIN: There seems to be doubt
in the minds of some people, who are get-
ting a bit irascible; so let us go along
quietly and dispassionately on this ques-
tion.

Mr. Graham: They are as noisy as the
scrub bird.

Mr. TONKIN: I want to refer to an
answer the Premier gave me on Tuesday.
There were a lot of words in it. It was
as follows:-

The practicability of any necessary
remedial measures will be considered
when a report is received from the
committee of officals that was ap-
pointed to investigate and make
recommendations on the price of
residential land.

Would that suggest to you, Mr. Speaker,
that a problem existed or not? Does one
appoint a committee to go into a prob-
lem that does not exist? So, if the mem-
ber for Darling Range is thinking the
right way, then the Government was
wasting its time appointing this commit-
tee, because prices always rise and there
is nothing to worry about. The Premier
seems to be in some doubt as to the prac-
ticability of any remedial measures, be-
cause this will be considered when the
report is* received. Surely a Government
which was on the ball would not be wait-
ing for the report of some comumittee be-
fore it started to pay attention to the
matter to see whether there was any
practical action which might be taken.
The member for Darling Range, with his
experience of rising prices, could be called
in for consultation because, according to
him, they can be expected all the time
and nothing can be done about it.

Mr. Dunn:- Do you deny that prices
have not risen ever since we came into
..!is country?

Mr. TONKI: What can be done about
it? Let the Government say it cannot do
anything so we can expect, some time in
the future when the report of this com-
mittee is received, the Government will
get down to the question, not of
doing something, but of considering
the practicability of any necessary
remedial measures. You will note, Mr.
Speaker, there is nothing in the answer
I have quoted which suggests the Govern-
ment will do anything. It will consider
the practicability of any remedial mea-
sures, and that is where it may end, as
apparently it has ended already on the
suggestions the Government has had from
the M.R.P.A.

Let us see if we can convince some
members who are doubtful that this prob-
lem is real and serious. I quote from
The West Australian of the 28th June,
1967, under the heading "Scarcity Of
Land Blamed on Planners,' The member
for Darling Range says there is no
scarcity of land; that there is plenty of
subdivided land about.
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Mr. Dunn: You said there was plenty of
land; I heard you say it.

Mr. TOI K1: The honourable member
said there was plenty of subdivided land.
This article goes on to say-

Current town-planning practices
were responsible for the scarcity of
housing blocks in Perth, Mr. C. G.
Dudley, federal president of the Real
Estate and Stock Institute of Austra-
lia, said yesterday.

Mr. Dudley is no fool; he is an experi-
enced businessman for whom I have a
high regard and for whose ability I also
have a high regard, and that is his
opinion. Continuing-

He said the block shortage in desir-
able western and northern suburbs
had been created through existing
zoning regulations.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. TONKIfN: To continue-

So long as desirable areas remained
vacant in these localities, demand
would continue to keep prices high
for what was available.

"If the supply can meet the cie-
mand prices will remain at a reason-
able level," he said.

And surely that is common sense.
I will now quote from The West Austra-

lian of the 23rd April. 1964. This goes
back a considerable time, and the article
is headed, "A Rented House is Hard to
Get." if it was hard to get a rented house
in 1964, it is very much harder to obtain
one now-very, very much harder. The
article reads as follows:-

Despite Perth's home-building
boom, hundreds of young families
are wearing out shoe leather and hope
in vain search for a house to rent.

Real estate agents this week said
the shortage was the worst for about
15 years, with up to 100 people listed
for every house which became vacant.
The worst victims are families with
one dr two young children seeking a
reasonable place in which to live
while they try to save the deposit on
their own home.

Further on the article states-
Practically no-one except the State

Housing Commission is building
rental houses and most of our clients
aren't eligible for them.

That was back in 1964 and I repeat, Mr.
Speaker, that bad as the situation was
then it is very much worse today, and the
Government knows it. I have discussed
this problem with bankers to see it there
is any trouble from the financial angle.
The information they have given me is
that there is too big a gap between the
amount required to build a house and that
which the banking and other institutions
are prepared to make available. Because,
in the first Place, the people have spent
their ready cash in buying their blocks

of land, they are stymied, I believe that
to be the situation in a large number of
these cases.

People who wish to build do not look to
the Government for assistance in the first
place; they go to banks and other insti-
tutions. They find out the proposition Is
impossible because to bridge the gap be-
tween the money which is made available
on first mortgage and what they have to
pay for their house means a second
mortgage at a prohibitive rate of interest.
What is required here is some method of
guarantee whereby the interest can be
brought down and more money made
available td those people to enable them
to build. That will also take the Pressure
off the State Housing Commission. Be-
cause people cannot build privately, they
do what is expected of them and look to
the Housing Commission for help. The
Housing Commission, being short of funds,
cannot help them at all. in the mean-
time, the problem worsens from day to
day.

I have a photostat copy of an article
published in the Daily News on the 3rd
April, 1967, under the heading, "Perth's
Land Scandal." It reads as follows:-

Perth's housing land situation has
now become so scandalous that a
Royal Commission or something
similar may be needed to set miat-
ters straight.

Mr. Graham: Change of Government,
perhaps.

Mr. TONKIN: To continue-
Par from halting the artificial price

spiral, the State Government has
Joined the ranks of the speculators.

Saturday gave us another example of
the activities of the speculators-
this time the Perth City Council.

It is only natural that private in-
vestors, big and small, would want
the price-spiral to continue. But
when the Government and Council
join them, instead of protecting the
public interest, then the situation
becomes grim.

The Council's attitude is disgraceful.
Surely this land-endowment land
-was not handed over to it many
years ago so that it could become
one of the biggest of Perth's land-
boomers?

The endowment land history is ex-
tremely interesting. Under the
original Act the money gained from
sales must be spent on developing
the areas.

Does this justfy an average $8291 a
block at Saturday's City Beach
auction? Hardly.

The land-hungry are growing rest-
less. Some left Saturday's auction
in near-despair: others made bitter
comments.
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The Council, for the moment, is prob-
ably crying all the way to the bank
about this anger: $447,700 is a nice
sum for 54 housing blocks.

That tells the story. No concerted attempt
to dampen prices or bring them down.
Whilst this is going on, and getting worse,
the Government appoints a committee.,

Mr. Court: How do you suggest the
council, as such, could have kept those
prices down?

Mr. TONKIN: By selling more land at
the one time.

Mr. Court: That would not affect it at
all.

Mr. TONKIN: I want to proceed to the
question of land resumption. I have here
some photographs of a very nice dwelling
in High Road, Melville, which is just op-
posite Rome Road. This home was built
by a migrant couple who have been in
this country for 17? years. After paying
their own fare to Western Australia, they
knuckled down and have been able gradu-
ally to acquire some assets. Their most
lprizEd possession is this nice little home
with its front garden.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: How long have
they been living in it?

Mr. TONKIN: They have been living
in this house for 17 years. The Main
Roads Department wants to widen High
Road and increase the size of the road
area. The department told these people
that it wanted 16 ft. 6 in. of their front
garden, which will bring the road reserve
up to within 8 ft. of the front of the
house. I put this question to every member
in the Chamber: Is there any one of them
who, under those circumstances, would be
Prepared to continue to live in such a
house? I will answer for myself and say
that I would not.

I1 remember a colleague of mine who
had a house on Stirling Highway which
was some distance back from the road.
He could not stand the noise from the
highway and shifted to Cottesloe a very
short time after he had acquired the pro-
perty on Stirling Highway. However.
here is a proposition which is going to
leave these people with no front garden
at all, and the road reserve will be within
8 ft. of their diningroomn window.

When the lady in question went to the
Main Roads Department to protest about
this and said it was entirely unfair, do
members know what she was told? The
department advised there were others who
were worse off than she was because there
is one case In Armadale where the road
reserve has been taken to within 2 ft. of
the dwelling.

Mr, Graham: You could lie in bed and
shake hands with the bus driver!

Mr. TONKIN, Prior to going to the
Main Roads Department, the lady had
exercised her right to object, but this, of
course. is only a formality with no chance
of success.

Surely we ought to do something about
the rights of the individual! I have aL very
interesting little booklet here which the
Premier will recognise. It is the catechism
of the Liberal Party.

Mr. Graham: The cynicism!
Mr. TONKIN: It was issued many many

years ago and is one of my prize posses-
sions.

Mr. Dunn: You are making great
strides!

Mr. TONKIN: I refer to this booklet
from time to time to see how much truth
there is in it.

Mr. Brand: Do you ever read your own?
You might get a shock if you read it.

Mr. TONKIN: No doubt, Mr. Speaker,
you have read this little booklet, but prob-
ably you will not mind if I refresh your
memory. I wish to refer to No. 10 of the
things the Liberal Party believes in. This
is-

We believe that Liberalism means
flexibility and progress.

Mr. Rushton. Well said!
Mr. TONKIN: We will see If the honour-

able member can kecep on saying that.
To continue-

Its principals and its spiritual and in-
tellectual approach enable it to meet
and deal with new and changing social
and economic circumstances.

Mr. Brand: How true!

Mr, TONKIN: To continue-

By elevating the individual it meets
and defeats the terrible doctrine of the
all-powerful State; a doctrine at once
destructive, reactionary, and negative.

Here Is the all-powerful State saying to
these people, "It is just too bad we have
to go through your front garden and put
this road reserve within 8 ft. of your dwel-
ling. We, the Liberal Party, want to up-
lift the individual; we do not believe In
the steamrolling tactics of the State, but
for the time being we have to forget this."

Mr. Rushton: You were going to take all
the land off a man in my electorate.

Mr. TONKIN: In order that this story
may be related directly and in its proper
sequence, we should look at the docu-
ments. in the Government Gazette there
is notice of intention to take or resume the
land and the notice reads as follows-

Portion of Swan Location 73 being
Part Lot 2 as on Diagram 17442
(Certificate of Title Vol. 1164, Folio
377) -approximately 5.5 perches.

If anyone is interested, I have the dia-
gram to show just where this land is and
what effect the resumption Is going to
have. Following that notice, the secre-
tary of the Main Roads Board wrote to
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the people concerned. . This property is
jointly owned. He said-

Dear Sir and Madam,
Re: Fremantle-High-Riverton-

Welshpool Rd.
I have to advise that the ob-

jection lodged by you to this de-
partment's proposal to resume por-
tion of your land has had the con-
sideration of the Won. Minister for
Works who has decided to dismiss
the objection. The resumption will,
therefore, proceed as planned.

When the land has been surveyed
and formally resumed by the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys, you will
be notified and invited to claim com-
pensation.

I ask the members of this House: What
chance had this objection from the start?
Are the odds one million to one, ten mil-
lion to one, or one billion to one? I sug-
gest that there is not any chance at all.
However, I venture to suggest that if this
road were being put through the heart
of Dalkeith or Floreat Park-

Mr. Graham: That would be different!
Mr. TONKINq: -then the odds would be

considerably shortened. I simply Cannot
imagine the department would give a sec-
ond thought to going right down the
middle of the gardens on the Boulevarde.
It would find some alternative method,
and I am sure we should all make no mis-
take about that.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pan,
Mr. TONKIN: I have a little more to

say on the question I was dealing with
before the tea suspension. I have a let-
ter here signed by the Minister for Works
and forwarded on the 20th July, 1967.
Having regard to what the department
proposes to do, the wording of the letter
is a little amusing. I remind members
that the intention is to extend a road re-
serve 161 ft. into a woman's front graden,
leaving her eight feet. The letter reads-

Dear Sir and Madam,
Re Fremantle-High-Riverton-

Welshpool Road
Further to the Main Roads Depart-

ment notice of 11th April, 1967. of
their intention to resume Portion of
Swani Location 73 being part of Lot 2
for road purposes, I have to inform
you that under Section 112 of the
Public Works Act, I, by my authorised
representatives, the Main Roads
Department, now propose to occupy
and use the land coloured red on the
plan accompanying the said notice,
for the purpose of widening the above
road.

The Departmental Officers in
charge of the work will be careful
to ensure that as little inconvenience
or disturbance as possible is caused
to yourself or your property.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is the type
of letter that is sent out in every case
to people when land is being resumed from
them. I am not sure whether you sent
a similar letter out when you were Min-
ister, but probably it was something along
those lines.

Mr. TONKIN: But fancy saying to a
person whose front garden was to be
Practically demolished by two-thirds of
it being taken away and the road reserve
being brought within B ft. of her dining
room window that the work was to be done
with as little disturbance and inconven-
ience as possible! The letter continues--

When formal resumption has been
eff ected by the Department of Lands
and Surveys, you will be supplied with
the prescribed form whereby you may
submit your claim for compensation.

I say straight out that we cannot stop
progress, and in the public interest it
becomes necessary, from time to time, to
cause considerable inconvenience to people,
but it should not cause hardship. In the
general interest we have no right deliber-
ately to impose hardship on people without
making some attempt completely to remedy
it. I suggest that in cases similar to this,
instead of resuming only the necessary
land the department requires, it should
resume the whole property and enable the
person to be re-established somewhere else
in the same conditions. I think the com-
munity owes that to the individual who is
affected.

The department, then, if it so desires,
can bulldoze the house completely out of
the road and sell the land, or keep it, or
it can put the property on the market and
sell it at a reduced price to anybody who is
prepared to live there. It is a bit odd, but
one thing we have to keep in mind is that
if one wants to build a new house in this
locality, one is forced by the by-laws to
place the house 30 ft. back from the
street alignment, and in no circumstances
will dispensation be granted.

An owner cannot argue that his block
is too small and that he would like to
build closer to the front boundary. He is
told that if his block is not big enough to
permit him to build 30 ft. back from
the street alignment, it is just too bad,
because he will not be permitted to build.
So, on the one hand, the individual is told
that he cannot build his house closer than
30 ft. to the boundary; but the Govern-
ment completely disregards that and can
put its boundary where it likes, even up
to within 2 ft. of the dwelling.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson. This is One Of
the difficulties of matching the old pro-
cedures with the new.

Mr. TONKIN: The provisions under
which one is obliged to stand one's build-
i ng back 30 ft. from the street alignment
are new.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:. No.
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Mr. TONKIN: Here is a house which is
24 ft. from the boundary and so it does
not comply with the existing 30 ft. re-
quirement, but the Main Roads Depart-
ment, in carrying out its proposals, will
leave the house 8 ft. from the boundary.

In those circumstances the only fair
and reasonable thing to do is to say to the
person affected. "We have considered the
alternatives and we cannot put the road
anywhere else. We have strong reasons to
prove that cannot be done and it is nec-
essary for us to widen this road. We do not
want to cause hardship to you by doing
this. You will be compensated to enable
You to be re-established in a similar house
to that in which you are now living and
the community will carry the cost of doing
that and not make you, as an individual,
bear it. because this work is in the com-
munity interest."

Having done that, the Government has
a number of alternatives. If it wants to
conform with the by-laws, it can bulldoze
the house down. If It does not, and it says,
"We cannot face all this expense. *. 1

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No Government
could.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister cannot
speak for other Governments than his own.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You can add it
to your platform for next year.

Mr. TONKIN: We may do so.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson. I shall be pleased

to see it.
Mr. TONKIN. One thing we will put

on the platform is that, as a Government.
we will do our best to ensure the individ-
ual does not suffer any hardship in these
eases when the community gains the bene-
fit. This policy is all cockeyed. In con-
sideration of these questions, when the
Government has the power and the auth-
ority to do what it likes, it should always
keep in mind that an individual has rights.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: We do do that.
Mr. TONKIN: Oh. yes! Of course!

This is what the Goverrnent is doing in
the operation of what it thinks; it is
saying to this person, "With as little in-
convenience to you as possible, we will
take two-thirds of your front garden and
then bring the road reserve within 8 ft.
of your building. As an individual
you might not like that, but we are sorry.
We have to do it and we will compensate
you for the piece of land we are taking
and we will also grant you some consid-
eration yet to be determined for the fact
that your property will deteriorate in
value."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: I will be very surprised

indeed if, when the compensation is
assessed, this family is adequately com-
pensated for the reduced value of the
property.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Well, this sort of
thing has been done for 50 years.

Mr. TONKIN: That Is no argument In
support of this at all. At one ti 'me they
used to put people on the rack, but do
they still do it?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Well, I think you
are iving far back in the past.

Mr. TONKIN: We have to improve our
ideas, and these are my ideas; never
mind what has gone before or what the
Minister's Government might think. These
are my ideas--that where a community
finds it necessary through its Government
to inconvenience the individual, and in
some cases to cause definite hardship, It
should not be at the expense of the in-
dividual; the community should bear the
cost.

We cannot stop progress. We have to
build roads, we have to build railways.
and we have to build schools. In the
first instance every attempt should be
made to avoid disturbing the individual;
alternative routes should be looked at.

Look what happened at Cockburn. The
Minister for Railways proposed to put a
railway through the Cockburn Cement
Company's land over limestone. It did
not go through any houses; it did not
uproot any people. But the Cockburn
Cement Company objected, and the Min-
ister changed the route of the railway.

Mr. Court: I cannot recall that. The
Minister never changed any railway.

Mr. TONKIN: Representations were
made to the Minister who, in his usual
style, got the result that was requested.

Mr. Court: Representations by whom?
Mr. TONKIN.: By the Cockburn Cement

Company, the Minister's friend. Does the
Minister want me to mention the name
of the gentleman concerned?

Mr. Court: The company may have
made representations to the commissioner.

Mr. TONKIN: It made representations
to the Minister.

Mr. Court: You are saying it.
Mr. TONKIN: Is the Minister denying

it?
Mr. Court: I cannot recall its making

representations to have the route of the
railway changed.

Mr. TONKflN: One thing the Minister
can recall is that the route of the railway
was changed.

Mr. Court: I would not be too sure.
Mr. TONKIN: And it was changed to

put it through some land that was ac-
quired by the Government for a school.
If it had followed the original route it
would not have gone through that block:
and it was changed at the request and
upon the representations of the Cockburn
Cement Company.

So it is possible to alter the routes of
roads and railways under some circum-
stances. But that is not the angle with
which I am concerned at the moment. I
anm concerned with what I believe, and
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what is very strong in my philosophy.
that when it becomes essential in the
interests of the community generally to
disturb private individuals; to cause them
inconvenience-and in some cases con-
siderable hardship-they should not be
left to carry the burden, but the State, as
far as is humanly possible., should do its
utmost to relieve them from such incon-
venience and hardship by whatever
method can be utilised.

In cases like this-snd I say without
any hesitation at a]] what I would do-I
would resume the whole of the property
and pay sufficient compensation to re-
establish the person in similar circum-
stances and conditions, after which I
would endeavour to recoup sonmc of the
loss, if we did not need the whole of the
property, by putting it on the market and
selling it at a reduced value, debiting the
difference to the cost of the road.

I do not think it is fair to make the in-
dividual foot the bill for the cost. There
is not only one person concerned in this,
there are dozens of them. The road is
going right down to High Road, and it
will affect all the properties on the south
side of High Road to a lesser or greater
extent.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: Whether the Government

takes any notice of my suggestion is
another matter.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I will give con-
sideration to it, but it poses great difficul-
tics of finance.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely the Minister is not
going to be worried by -a few difficulties.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: They are very
great and practical difficulties.

M1r. TONKIN: Government is full of dif-
ficulties. Ask the Minister for Housing.
When compared with his difficulties, the
difficulties experienced by the Minister for
Works fall away almost to insignificance.

I am sorry the Minister for Electricity
is not able to be present, because I pro-
pcsec to say something about this Govern-
ment's decision to favour an oil-powered
station instead of a coal station.

It is interesting to go back through the
utterances of Ministers to see how they
change their opinions. I have here a copy
of the Collie Mail of Thursday the 4th
February, 1965. You would not need to
be reminded, Mr. Speaker, that this was
very close to the 1965 election, and any
Minister in the town of Collie who wanted
to assist a candidate would have had to
be very careful what he said there. This
is what the Minister for Railways and
Industrial Development had to say at a
political meeting in the R.S.L. Hall.

Mr. Court: I well remember that
meeting.

Mr. Graham; A bull in a china shop.

Mr. TONKIN: The paper states-
Mr. Court was addressing a meet-

ing held by the Liberal and Country
League to launch an election cam-
paign by Mr, E. J. Cocker, its en-
dorsed candidate for Collie. Mr.
Court said-

Kwinana for a start will not be
developed to its maximum capa-
city. Initially it will be a very
small unit compared with Muja.
We have invested £20,000,000 in
Muja, and you do not walk out
on investments like that over-
night.

As one might imagine, that announce-
ment was received with a good deal of
pleasure, if not delight.

Mr. Court: That was a very true state-
ment.

Mr. TONKIN: Then, after the Govern-
ment got safely back into office, the
Premier went down to Collie to open the
station. I had the pleasure of being there
and listening to him, and of seeing him
as he stood there a very proud man, as
this picture will show. I1 think he was en-
titled to experience some satisfaction.
This is what the Premier said-

Muja could be bigger than planned.
So, despite the plans, he was telling the

Collie people, "We are giving you some-
thing that is very nice, but do not be satis-
fied, because this could be bigger." But
what he did not say was, "This could be
smaller."

Mr. Court: I have not heard anything
about pulling it down.

Mr. TONKIN: I said, "Than planned,"
not, "Than built." it could be bigger than
planned; but it could be smaller than
planned.

Mr. Court: I hope you will add that this
was the power station that your Govern-
ment said could not be built.

Mr. TONKINq: That is a strange thing,
because I happened to be the Minister
who authorised the boring for water with
the intention of building a station.

Mr. May: You are so right.
Mr. Court: Your Government could not

announce the building at Muja, because
you said there was not enough water.

Mr. TONKIN: At no time did I announce
or convey the slightest feeling or under-
standing that we would not go on with
it. So where the Minister plucks that
idea from I do not know, because there
is no basis for it whatever, like a lot of
other statements the Minister makes.

Mr. Court: If you had commenced it
you would have announced it in the loudest
terms.

Mr. TONKIN: Let us see what the Min-
ister said, and what I can prove he said.
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I have here the Collie Mail of the 6th July,
1967, in which this appears-

In the Collie Mail of October 24,
1963, it was announced, 'Hawker Sid-
deley Will Build Modern Timber Mill
At Collie!

Mr, May: I have not seen it yet.
Mr. TONKIN: When this announcement

was made, there in a photograph was the
Minister far Industrial Development in all
his glory to get all the praise. Alter that
announcement we find this in that news-
paper-

'A start will be made early In 1964
on the erection of a modemn timber
mill at Collie by Hawker Siddeley
Building Supplies Pty. Ltd.'

Something must have happened, because
it was not started.

Mr. Court: That is right.
Mr. TONKINT: And this is 1957, but there

is still no sign of a start. Surely the
reasonable thing for the Minister to do
under the circumstances was to have tried
to conjure up seone explanation, but I sup-
pose he found the task too difficult and
so he left it at that. The people at Collie
are still waiting for this mill which Haw-
ker Siddeley Is to build.

Mr. Court: We discussed this matter
only a few weeks ago, to be precise on
the 28th June, at Collie.

Mr. TONKIN: Before one starts to con-
aider the price diff erential there is a num-
ber of other aspects which enters into
this question. One is the matter of de-
centralisation. I read a very sound and
interesting talk by the Federal Leader of
the Country Party on this question. The
point he made was that Governments
should be prepared to accept considerable
expense in order to arrest the drift to
the cities because it was one of the biggest
threats to the proper development of the
whole of Australia; and he could not be
more right.

We will not get decentralisation unless
we are prepared to go out after it, and
to pay for it. I quote from The Local
Government Journal of November, 1966,
and on page 7. in relation to a meeting
of representatives of various States, the
following appears:-

New South Wales then submitted the
following:-"That in the opinion of
this Conference there is an urgent
need to formulate a practical policy
of decentralisation for the develop-
ment of Australia, and with that in
mind arrangements should be made
by the Commonwealth for early dis-
cussions between the Commonwealth,
the State and Local Government so
that the respective roles of each shall
be clearly defined and plans of devel-

t or'ment drawn up for implementation
'in their respective fields."

Alderman Luke said that in 1954
the population of the cities was 50%;

in 1961 it was 56%, and he was sure
it was higher today. There was an
urgent need to try and correct this
tendency. There was lip service but
few genuine attempts. The Govern-
ment had not conferred with the local
authorities who were at the end of
the pipeline. There should be a get-
ting-together of the three levels of
government.

Mr. Smith said the main require-
ment in decentralisation was housing.

It is a painful fact that the population
in the south-west of this State is more
or less static. Although it is the garden
of the State, with tremendous national
wealth in its climate and in the fertility
of its soil, timber, and mineral resources,
it is stagnating.

I have here the South West Region
Council Conference Report, one page of
which contains statistical figures for the
South-West Land Division and the esti-
mated population on the 30th 'June. I
regret we have no provision in this Parlia-
ment to adopt the practice used by the
Commonwealth Pariament of incorporat-
ing statements in Hansard, because I do
not wish to take up a great deal of time
to read out the figures. I will read su~ffi-
cient to indicate what I am saying in this
connection.

With regard to Margaret River, the
population in 1960 was 4,099, and in 1966
it fell to 3,500, or a decrease of over 500.
This appears under the heading of, "Esti-
mated population on the 30th June."

The next is Balingup. In 1960 the popu-
lation was 1,347; it rose slightly In 1951
to 1,350; then in 1962 it dropped to 1,243;
in 1963 it was 1,250; in 1965 it was 1,260;
and in 1965 it was 1,200. So the popula-
tion has decreased by 150.

In this statistical summary the figures
for 18 of the main towns are given, and a
decrease in population is shown in 14 of
them. Lest us look at those towns which
had an increase in population. Bunbury
was one, and the increase was 2,254.
Busselton was another, and the increase
from 1960 to 1966 was 457. Dardanup had
an increase of 44, while Mandurah had an
increase of 400.

The net result was a decrease of 324 in
Population from 1961 to 1966. That sub-
stantiates what I said a moment ago that
this part of the State is more or less
stagnating, because population is the best
barometer of growth; and in the south-
west statistical division there has actually
been, according to the estimated popula-
tion for 1968, a decrease over the whole
area. In only four of the 18 towns has
there been an increase in the population.
Surely that gives us food for thought!

In consideration of this question we
ought to be going out of our way to do
what we can to use natural indigenous
resources and increase population. Goy-
ernments do unusual things when it suits
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them; and with regard to the electricity
supply, too, I1 have here a photostat
copy of the Australian Financial Review
for the 3rd July, 1967, and the heading
is "Japan forced to withdraw cord tender ;.'
The article makes very interesting reading
and it is as follows-

Government pressure has forced
Japanese conveyer belt makers to
withdraw tenders for a lucrative con-
tract with the State Electricity Com-
mission of Victoria.

The move seems bound up with the
current tariff inquiry into steel cord
belting and should have significant
repercussions for the future of the
Australian industry and Japanese
exports.

Japanese tenders were being con-
sidered by the S.E.C. when they were
withdrawn.

The Goodyear Tyre and Rubber
Company. Australia's sole producer of
steel cord belting and the only local
tenderer, secured the contract with a
bid of about $375,000.

The Japanese tenders were competi-
tively priced-one quoted less than
$310,000.

Let me pause here. Surely the S.E.C.
in Victoria was entitled to save $50,000 on
this conveyer belt and accept the Japanese
tender instead of the Australian tender
if price should be the only criterion-but
apparently it was not. Continuing-

The contract was for the supply of
26,500 ft. of 54 in. steel cord belting
to the West Field brown coal projject
in the Latrobe Valley.

The four Japanese tenderers-the
Bridgestone and Yokohama tyres
groups, Mitsubishi and Tohoku-
backed out after their tenders had
been submitted by the contract co-
ordinator for the project, Malcolm
Moore Industries Ltd.

The Goodyear tender was left to
contend with a German quote which,
it is believed, was not competitive.

Ostensibly the Japanese withdrawal
was due to a policy of "voluntary
restraint," but it is understood that
pressure from the Department of
Trade was a major factor.

Without reading the rest, I will tell
members what it says. At this time there
was before the Tariff Board a request by
Goodyear for additional duty on belting,
and if this tender went to the Japanese
it strengthened the argument of Goodyear
that it needed some protection. So up
would have gone the price of imported
belting and that would have affected Mt.
Newman and other people in Western
Australia and in the Northern Territory
who were proceeding to develop mineral
deposits and would require belting. The
Tariff Board was placed in the position

that it had no option but to recommend
Protection. Somebody got the Japanese
tender out of the road and the S.E.C.
bought the dearer belting. If this sort of
thing is justified in the Australian
economy, the price factor should not be
the only criterion in deciding whether the
next power station in Western Australia
is to be coal fired or oil fired.

It is a strange thing, if one does not
know the reason, that this is the only
Government in Australia which refuses to
disclose the price it is paying for fuel oil.
One can find it out in Victoria; one can
find it cut in New South Wales; but one
cannot find it out here. I will tell you
why, Mr. Speaker. The average price for
residual oil for furnaces in the other Statts
is about $14 per ton. Here it is much less.
If I had not received the information con-
fidentially I would tell members now what
the price is. But I will say this: It is
much less than $14 per ton.

One of the reasons why it can be made
available so cheaply in this State is be-
cause the refining process is such that
there is a much greater amount of residual
oil available than in the other States. So
the company has a lot of this oil on its
bands and it pays it to dump it. What the
Government must keep in mind is this
possibility: The Commonwealth is very
concerned that the companies are not re-
fining to the point they should, thus pro-
viding more refined oil and having less
residue oil, It is quite on the cards that
we will have Commonwealth legislation
obliging oil companies to refine to a great-
er degree.

Mr. Brand: Is this surplus fuel oil a
world problem?

Mr. TIONKIN: Not disclosing the price
is not a world problem, it isa only a problem
in Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: I am talking about surplus
fuel oil.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course it is; and that
is why I am suggesting it is on the cards
the Commonwealth will take some action
to ensure that the companies carry their
refining beyond what they are now doing.
I understand that in the Eastern States the
companies refine to about 85 per cent. of
the quantity that goes through. Here, I
am told, It is not much more than 50 per
cent.

Mr. Court; I cannot imagine any oil
company not extracting all the fractions
It can.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not think the Min-
ister for Industrial Development had any-
thing to learn, but he certainly has on
this Question.

Mr. Court: They are always chasing all
the fractions they can get, especially when
they can get a market for the refined pro-
ducts.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister knows very
well that is not the situation at all.
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Mr. Court: I do not know very well. Don't
you accuse me.

Mr. TONKCIN: He will not fool me that
way. It is from stage to stage that the extra
amount is obtained. If what the Minister
says he believes to be true is true, then
why is it there has been a suggestion that
there will be legislation to make the com-
panies refine to a higher extent than they
are doing flow?

Mr. Brand: Who said there would be
legislation? How can they refine to a
higher level?

Mr. TONKIN: Nobody has said there
will be.

Mr. Brand: I thought You said that it
has been said there will be.

Mr. TONKIN: It is not decided yet, but
the question of the necessity to oblige oil
companies to carry their refining further
than they are now doing is under con-
sideration. I have read it in a dozen
Places. I think I read it in the last report
of the Joint Coal Board. Of course it is
Perfectly obvious, and the Minister knows
full well, that in Western Australia the
companies do not refine to the point they
refine in Victoria. New South Wales, or
Queensland.

Mr. Court: I do not know anything of
the sort, and I will be surprised if they
do not get all the fractions they can econ-
omically take out.

Mr. TONKIN: Economically take out!
The economics might change from week to
week or month to month. Now the cat is
out of the bag! I agree that the companies
are chasing the dollars. When it suits them
to refine to a higher pitch, they will do
so. They will keep on doing so while it
pays them. What we have to keep in mind
here is that the Western Australian indus-
try, when compared with the other States,
has a tremendous subsidy. It Pays no
wharfage or pilotage.

When the Playford Government was in
power a man was sent to Western Aust-
ralia to make inquiries from the Fremantle
Harbour Trust as to the arrangement with
BP regarding wharfage and pilotage. That
man was obviously astonished when he
found out the company was paying no-
thing. Mr. Playford would not have that.
So at Stanvac he imposed quite a sub-
stantial charge, and on the basis of that
charge the company in Western Australia
is being subsidised by at least $3,000,000
a year; and it will be for the next 50 years.

So if we take economics into the argu-
ment we can see what a disadvantage coal
is at in Western Australia compared with
coal at Leigh Creek. The world trend is
not to go to oil. Large contracts for coal
are being let, almost daily. I have here an
extract from the Time Magazine, dated
the 20th January, 1967. The heading is
"Energy, Lighting Up With Coal," and it
reads--

The world's largest seller of coal,
Peabody Coal Co. of St. Louis, last week

signed one of the biggest single con-
tracts in the history of the industry.
The $500 million agreement calls for
the delivery by Peabody of a minimum
of 117 million tons of coal to the yet-
to-be-built Mohave Power Project in
Clark County. Nev., 80 miles from Las
Vegas. Being built by three South-
western utility companies headed by
Southern California Edison, the $188
million electrical-power plant will have
two '750,000-kw. generators on 2,500
acres of Colorado River land. Power
from the plant, along with that from
a similar project already under con-
struction in western New Mexico,
will light up the lamps of Texas, Ari-
zona, New Mexico, Nevada, and the
proliferating lower two-thirds of
California.

And one asks, Mr. Speaker, "Why not
oil?"; because America has plenty of oil.

Ini the Australian Financial Review,
issued on the 7th July, an article headed
"Fuel Oil and Coal" appeared, and it
referred to what it called the recent
"controversial" decision of the Western
Australian State Government to make the
next major power extension in the State
by doubling the capacity of the oil-fired
Kwinana station. The article said this de-
cision was seen locally as a major blow to
the Collie coalfield, and went on to say that
Collie miners were heading a campaign to
force the Western Australian State Gov-
ernulent to publish the price it was paying
BP for fuel oil for Swinana.

The pricing policies of the oil refineries
have been examined in several Tariff Board
hearings and the Tariff Board has reported
-to quote from its 1965 report-

Confidential information submitted
by the marketing companies show that
the actual prices for refined products
have been reduced more than indicated
by the changes in list prices. It was
stated that marketing companies have
been prepared to allow large discounts
off list prices to defend their market
Position ..

It is well known that in those fields of
the energy market where oil has no in-
trinsic advantage over coal the price is
reduced In order to undercut coal. How-
ever, in those fields of the energy market
where oil has an intrinsic advantage, such
as in diesel engines or aeroplanes, and
there is no competition, up goes the price.
So the companies reimburse themselves in
that part of the energy market where oil
has an intrinsic value for the losses they
sustain when they reduce the price of
residual oil in the fields of the energy
market where oil has no intrinsic advan-
tage.

Now is it good policy for a Government
to encourage that and to play along? be-
cause that means we are deliberately load-
ing onto the transport services-onto the
railways, onto the buses, and onto the
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ships-extra costs which enter into
almost every phase of the economy.
Those extra prices are loaded on in order
to recoup the companies for the losses
sustained in competing with coal and
pressing it out of the market. The policy
which this Government is adopting in this
connection is assisting the oil companies
to do that.

In my view, this calls for a Proper
Inquiry into all aspects of this question to
see whether Kwinana ought to be extended
as an oil-fired station or whether we ought
to use more coal. No such inquiry into the
matter has been held by the Government.

The Minister for Health (The Hon. G. C.
MacKinnon) happened to attend a meeting
at Collie, and this question was put hard on
him: What would You do if? you were called
upon to support oil as against coal? What
would you do? He said he would go for
oil, and, of course, that was received with
great applause. Of course, he may still be
going for oil in the Cabinet. He may be
the only one and he could be overruled by
the rest of the Ministers. I would like to
think that he is still going for coal.

I think I might have put that state-
ment the wrong way. I think I said that
the Minister would go for oil, but, in fact,
he said he would go for coal.

Mr. Brand: That makes sense.
Mr. TONKIN: I apologise to the Min-

ister for putting it incorrectly. I hope he
is still going for coal. He showed some
common sense before that meeting at Collie
in suggesting he was going for coal and I
hope it was not just a gesture to please
the people who were present, but that he
was quite sincere about what he said.
There is no doubt that this is what he
said and members can imagine how well
that statement was received by the
people who were Present.

I do appeal to the Government not to
enter into any contracts in connection with
this matter which would make the position
irrevocable. I think it requires to be looked
at further.

I was rather surprised at an answer to a
question which the Minister for Electricity
gave this afternoon. How he was able to
give the answer he did is beyond my com-
prehension, because the question was based
on what the Act says. If anyone will take
the trouble to read the Electricity Act, he
will find a provision was deliberately in-
cluded In the law to ensure that the State
Electricity Commission could not withhold
from Parliament any Information which
Parliament desired to have regarding its
operations. The provision is there for that
Purpose.

But the Minister said that the Govern-
ment was not going to give this information
because it did not think members of Parlia-
ment ought to have it. The Act is de-
liberately worded to provide that Parlia-
ment shall be informed on any, and all,
aspects of the operations of the S.E.C. In

refusing to disclose the price, the Govern-
ment is out of step with all the other Gov-
ernments of Australia. Furthermore, in
my opinion, it is deliberately flouting the
intention of Parliament as expressed when
the Act was Passed,

One knows the trouble the Government
would be in if it did disclose the price
because it is so much below the average
price throughout Australia. Immediately
the other oil users in Western Australia
would be saying to the company, "How can
you supply oil to the Government at this
price when you charge us almost double?"
I am at liberty to disclose the details of the
contract because this is part of my in-
formation which is not confidential. It Is
for 750,000 tons a year for five years, and
the Government has to use that quantity to
get the lowest price.

I1 understand the Government has con-
tracted to use that quantity so that it
can get the lowest price. I believe there
is also a provision in the contract for a
renewal of the contract after the five
years have expired, and the five years will
run from the time the first oil is poured
into the tank when the station is on
power. These are the conditions, but
what members do not know about the
contract is the price of the oil.

Mr. Bickerton: The Minister for Works
said the public was always informed,

Mr. TONKCIN: I would emphasise that
this is not to be decided on the question
of the capital cost of the station or on the
price of oil. There are other factors to
be taken into consideration.

Before I conclude on this subject of
electricity, I want to say that I do not
believe the Government is making ade-
quate provision to meet the State's needs
with regard to power supplies, despite its
intention to enlarge the Kwinana station.
The figures show that instead of a 15 per
cent. increase in power requirements, it
is closer to 17 per cent. per annum. Yet,
the Government is working on the basis of
15 per cent. If the figures continue at 17
per cent., or go even higher, then the
State is going to be short of power.

Mr. Croinmelin: When?
Mr. Bickerton: I think the Minister for

Lands would know!
Mr. TONKIN: I suppose that would be

a matter of arithmetical calculation.
Mr. Bickerton: Do you know the price?
Mr. TONKIN: I am not competent, off

the cuff, to give the member for Clare-
mont a firm date, but I would readily
oblige if I could. Surely, if the Govern-
menit's calculations are based on a 15 per
cent. increase, which Is what the Premier
said, and the figures actually show that
we are experiencing a 17 per cent. in-
crease, it is obvious we must reach the
stage where we will not be able to meet
the demand because our provision is not
adequate. When that will be, I cannot
say.
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Mr. Brand: The Government is quite
mindful of the possibility of it being more
than 15 per cent. The figure of 15 per
cent. is an average of the last few years.
I believe that during 1966 we went to a
peak load of 21 per cent. I can assure
this House, and Western Australia, that
the Government is mindful of the need
to order well ahead and plan with a
margin to meet an undoubted increase
above that which we reckon on now. I
can assure the Leader of the opposition
we have this well in mind. The only
problem, as he would know, is in finding
enough money to finance it seeing what
has already been said tonight in respect
of other problems.

Mr. TONKIN: That is all very well, but
it does not alter the fact that If provision
has been made only on the basis of a
15 per cent. increase, and the actual in-
crease is 17 per cent., then inadequate
provision is being made, regardless of the
reasons for it.

Mr. Brand: I am prepared to say that
the Government has well in mnind the
possibility that there may be an even
greater percentage.

Mr. TONKIN: As the Government is
conscious of it, and is prepared to do Its
utmost to meet the situation, one cannot
ask for more than that. I am pointing
out that on the existing basis it does not
appear to me to be adequate, and this Is
the time to give consideration to it;
otherwvise we will find ourselves in the
position with electricity that we found
ourselves in with regard to water. The
Government was not putting the reser-
voirs in quickly enough and we reached
the situation where we had to impose
water restrictions on -the people. That
situation was not remedied until a new
reservoir was built and more conduit was
installed to bring the water down to the
surface reservoirs. Good government re-
Quires that adequate provision should be
made all the time so that this leeway
does not occur and present the Govern-
ment with an insurmountable problem.

Mr. Brand: That is why we doubled up
on the original order for Kwinana in
much less time than anyone anticipated.
We doubled up before the first order was
completed.

Mr. TONKIN: I think that is good,' but
I am saying now that I do not think that
the Government has, up to date-

Mr. Brand: Yes, we have; We are very
conscious of it.

Mr. TONKIN: I cannot accept this at
all, because if the increase in power re-
quirements shows that it is about 1.7 per
cent. a year and the Government is
basing its provision on only 15 per cent.
a year, then obviously this provision Is
not adequate, and sooner or later we will
reach the stage where there will be a
serious shortage.

Mr. Court: I can assure you-
Mr. TONKI' Some more assurances!
Mr, Court: You need not accept it, but

I am saying that the General Menager
of the State Electricity Commission is one
of the most far seeing men on this par-
ticular problem that I know.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister does not
have to assure me on that: I know. It
is the Government I am taking to task.

Mr. Court: We are just trying to tell
you that this is an unprecedented rate
of growth for which we are very thankful.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course, but there is
an obligation on the Government to make
adequate and proper provision for such
rapid growth.

Mr. Court: Which we are doing; but
You lived in a time when you had only
8 per cent. growth.

Mr. TNKIN: I am pointing out that
the Government is not carrying out its
obligations, because the figures indicate
that the power requirement is increasing
at the rate of 17 per cent. per year and,
on the Premier's own statement, his pre-
mise is made on an increase of 15 per
cent, a year. One does not need a great
deal of grey matter to work that one out.

Mr. Brand: All I know is that we have
planned ahead on the figures we have
available.

Mr. TONKIN: No. The Premier has
not Planned ahead on the figures that are
available.

Mr. Brand: Of course he has. I spoke
on this basis at the Premier's eonfer~nce.

Mr. TONKIN: Surely the Premier will
not deny that the average yearly increase
in power requirement is nearer 17 per cent.
than 15 per cent.!

Mr. Brand: I could not say whether it
is 17 per cent, or IS per cent.; but at
the time I released those figures it may
have been 15 per cent. What I am saying
is that the Government is mindful of the
fact that the increase may be 17 per cent.
or 18 per cent. and the commission is plan-
ning ahead to meet any difficulty that
may arise in the future.

Mr. TONKIN: Being mindful of the
fact is not sufficient for me. Some time
ago the Government told mne that it was
mindful of the position of housing for
migrants, but where are we? The Gov-
ernment is mindful of the fact, surely, of
increasing land prices; but what has It
done about it? Or is the Government
not mindful of the fact? So it is necessary
in these matters to see some action being
taken and not simply to be told these
stories about the Government being
mindful of the fact.

I am very pleased the Government has.
at long last, determined to have a re-
appraisal of land use in the metropolitan
area and to have another look at its free-
way proposal. I believe the proposition
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put forward recently br the seven archi-
tects or engineers was a good one. It
seemed to be an extremely sound,
imaginative, and useful proposition. I
hope it will be given proper consideration
and not scant consideration.

This firm which is being paid such a
large sum of money to advise the Govern-
ment might have an outstanding inter-
national reputation, and it might be very
skilful, but I do not think it has that
appreciation of local requirements and
conditions adequately to equip it to give
the Government sound advice on this im-
portant question; and it is somewhat be-
lated to ask now, alter all this time and
after all this money has been spent, that
investigations be made to ascertain if
there is an alternative to the southern leg
of the ring road system. Surely the time
to make such an investigation *as when
the company was first engaged to give con-
sideration to the planning; not some years
afterwards, because that is what has hap-
pened.

So all along the line we see evidence of'
the Government's ineptitude and of its
falling down badly in giving consideration
to these various matters. Because of that,
I think we should indicate our displeasure
at the situation and so alter the message
which the House proposes to send to Her
Majesty's representative.

Amendment to Motion
Therefore I move, to add to the motion

I am discussing, these words--
However, it is our duty to inform

Your Excellency that we, the mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly, are
very much concerned that the Gov-
ernment has allowed a crisis in hous-
ing to develop and has made no seri-
ous endeavours to prevent the price of
land from continuing to rise, with the
result that many families both in-
digenous and migrant are obliged to
pay extortionate rents and suffer
much hardship and prospective home-
builders are being frustrated.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) (8.37 p.m.]: I
intend to support the amendment moved
by the Leader of the Opposition by way of
addendum to the Address to be presented
from this Chamber to His Excellency the
Governor. The Speech which His Excel-
lency traditionally presents to the Parlia-
ment assembled, followed by the Address-
in-Reply delivered by the members in this
Chamber, which is subsequently presented
to His Excellency, is, on a smaller scale,
similar to the "State of the Nation"
address given by the President of the
United States. I understand its purpose
is to present to the people of the State
at large a picture of the optimism which
the Government of the day expresses.

The Government, in preparing this
Speech for His Excellency to read, natur-
ally alms to highlight its achievements

and to set out its aspirations for the future.
This Speech, followed by the Address-in-
Reply from members of this House, is a
minor "State of the Nation" address or,
what one might call the "State of the
State" address, and members of this
Chamber traditionally take the opportun-
ity to speak on subjects of interest and
often on subjects over which they feel ag-
grieved in regard to the Government's ad-
ministration of them.

in this way members try to make the
picture, as presented by the Government
through the lips of His Excellency the
Governor, a more accurate report of the
true state of the State at the partricular
time. On this occasion the Opposition
anticipates that if the Address from this
Chamber were to go to His Excellency un-
adorned by any amendment whatsoever,
and in particular relating to the most
serious subject which had attracted the
attention of the Opposition, it would not
present the true state of the State. It is
for these reasons I support the amendment
moved by the Leader of the Opposition,
by way of an addendum, to the Address
to) be presented to His Excellency.

Purchasing a home is the most inm-
portant and certainly the largest single
investment that can be made by a family.
For a great many families this problem
is one Of considerable stress and great
strain, and it is one which requires a
good deal of planning. When a family
is confronted with the situation which
prevails today the problem which faces
it is certainly a heart-breaking one.

It is a fundamental basis of' family life
that a home should be available to a
family. As we see it, it is the duty of
the Government to help families in any
way possible to achieve this basic need-
the provision of a family home. It is
significant that the Minister for Housing
himself shares this belief, because I1 have
before me a memorandum taken from the
leader of The West Australian of the 27th
April, 196'?. The leader in question was
commending our present Minister for a
statement he apparently made in an ad-
dress to the Canning division of the Lib-
eral Party. In that address he is reputed
to have said that the Housing Commission
is, to a degree, an instrument of social
welfare. I cannot agree more with that
sentiment,

Having said that, I am sure the Minis-
ter would be imbued with the obligation
which is cast upon the commission, and
upon himself as the Minister, to do every-
thing possible to honour the obligation to
provide housing; and the provision of a
house is a matter of social welfare.

we have heard tonight of instances,
which have not been refuted by way of
interjection, either by the Minister or his
colleagues, of the sorry plight in which
this State finds itself at present, and the
problem It faces in the future of soaring
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land values, which are forcing more appli-
cants to seek assistance from the State.
They cannot go elsewhere to buy land on
which to build houses, and the position
is becoming intolerable.

I wish to speak tonight in relation to
a very important section of the community
whose needs are very seldom expressed
in this Chamber. I refer to the teach-
ing profession and the serious problem
they face in regard to housing. I am
sure the Minister will have a very soft
and tender spot in his heart for the dif-
ficulties which face the teaching pro-
fession.

The W.A. Teachers Journal of April
this year contained a leading article by
the union president together with a very
full treatise showing the lack of housing
facilities provided by the Government for
members of the teaching profession
throughout the length and breadth of
Western Australia. In his presidential
article Mr. R. G. Moore makes this very
salient point-

It is difficult to handle these prob-
lems--

and here be is referring to the lack of
housing-

-through the Press, because teachers
fear that adverse criticism in public
of obviously inferior accommodation
might result in local hostility and in
the loss of the actual accommodation
itself, poor as it may be.

After this particular journal was pub-
lished, the Daily News took up the cudgels
on behalf of the teachers, and on the 20th
April, under the heading, "Government
Niggardly, says W.A. Teachers' Union," it
said-

The president of the W.A. Teachers'
Union has attacked the State Govern-
ment for "niggardly" allocation of fin-
ance for government employees'
housing.

Writing in the latest edition of the
Teachers' Journal, union president R.
0. Moore said only $200,000 had been
allowed by the Treasury for the
whole State-less than the amount
spent on one small hospital.

Single teachers were still facing
desperate housing problems in some
districts, Mr. Moore said. Other
teachers living in old P.W.D. homes
had been recently subjected to rent
increases.

Teachers were reluctant to publicise
their difficulties, for fear of losing
their existing accommodation, poor as
it might be.

it was likely that one local autho-
rity might build suitable homes for
teachers.

An editorial in the same issue said
the government, while legally reqir-
ing its teachers to serve anywhere in

the State, failed to provide housing
for 83 per cent. of them. This was
an improvement of only three per
cent. since 1951.

If this is not an indictment of the posi-
tion, it would be difficult to find one.
The union journal then went on to publish
the results of a survey-a very comnprehen-
sive survey-that had been undertaken by
the union. It referred to towns such as Al-
bany, Bunbury, Carnarvon, Collie, Bussel-
ton, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie -Boulder, Mer-
redin, Manjimup, Narrogin, and Northam,
and pointed out that the plight of the
assistant teacher was a very sad one in-
deed.

By way of example, let us consider
the town of Albany. We find that in
1966, last year, there were 100 assistant
teachers in the schools throughout the
Albany district, and that only four of
them were provided with any form of
Government housing. In Bunbury, last
year, there were 134 assistant teachers, and
of these a mere half dozen got a roof pro-
vided by the Government. In Carnarvon
there were 23 assistant teachers, and in
that area the Government just got on the
scoring board by providing one with accom-
modation. In Geraldton, out of 79 assis-
tant teachers, four were provided with a
Government home. In Kalgoorlie-Boulder
we find that the Government provided one
house for the 137 assistant teachers. In
Manjimup 41 out of the 44 assistant
teachers had to find houses for them-
selves. There are many other such cases
which can be cited.

As the article in the Daily News men-
tioned, under the Education Act a teacher
can be required to serve anywhere in the
State, under any conditions; and in the
article we find mentioned some of the con-
ditions which assistant teachers are sub-
jected to by ths Government.

Mr. O'Neil: it is no different from when
you and I were teachers. Uf anything things
were worse then.

Mr, EVANS: If the Minister looks at the
statistics he might change his mind.

Mr. O'Neil: I lived in some of those
houses.

Mr. EVANS: I would not be doing my
duty if I did not refer to the problems
in my own district of Kalgoorlie. They
are problems of long standing, yet only
this year has the Housing Commission al-
lowed the representations from Kalgoorlie
to penetrate its very cold heart,

I can recall during the last six years
making representations flot only to the
present Minister, his predecessor, and the
commission itself, but being responsible
on three occasions at least for having an
officer from the commission visit Kalgoor-
lie to make an on-the-spot inquiry. The
first officer who went up there arrived one
morning and went back the same night.
He did not let anyone know that he was
coming up. I read about his visit in the
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newspaper. We made a few inquiries and
found that he had called on two real estate
agents, and went away with a report that,
the demand in Kalgoorlie was neither ur-
gent nor great. We in Kalgoorlie knew
otherwise: and the local authorities there
knew otherwise. On that occasion even
the local authorities were net contacted by
that officer.

The next officer who went up there did
the right thing in regard to making himn-
self known and trying to get around to
meet the people, but he could not be con-
vinced that the need in Kalgoorlie was
for a certain quality of housing; that
many of the homes in Kalgoorlie built 40
or 50 years ago were substandard:, that
people were forced to live there because
they had nowhere else to live; or that the
local authorities had not condemned them
because the tenants would have to move
out into the streets.

The second officer was bound by Govern-
ment policy, and he made no bones about
that. He was as considerate as possible.
and he told us the position and said he
could not do anything about the matter.
As far as the Government is concerned
I find again that its policy is: the demnand
is neither urgent nor great.

That position prevailed until the last
parliamentary recess, when another officer
visited Kalgoorlie at the request of the
Chamber of Mines, the local authorities,
and the local member. He came up and
contacted persons who had applied for
homes. He pointed out that the cost of
providing a home in Kalgoorlie was a de-
terrent to anyone wanting to rent one,
and said that as far as he could see, the
position which he had been told prevailed
in the last four or five years remained
unchanged.

Then something happened. Within a
couple of months--and it was not the
nickel boom-out came a small number
of houses and an off er to build them in
K~algoorlie. It was remarkable that the
offer came at the same time as the Witte-
noom mine closed. Whether or not these
homes were promised to Wittenoom I do
not know, but it was a very strange co-
incidence that as Wittenoomn closed down,
the State Government pulled out of its
hat a few houses to be built in Kalgoorlie;
and that was only a few months after it
had said that the demand was neither
urgent nor great.

The Minister and others might also think
that the position in Kalgoorlie has changed
because of the nickel boom, but I would
say that the nickel boom has not created
the need for houses in Kalgoorlie: it has
only highlighted a need that has existed
for some years. As a matter of fact, the
development of the new town at Kambalda
and the provision of homes by the Western
Mining Corporation have, to some extent,
eased the demand mn Kalgoorlile, because
many of the families now living in K~am-

balda, have moved out of their homes in
Kalgoorlie, and in many cases moved out
of private homes.

Mr. O'Neil: There are also 25 houses
that have been built by the Lake View &
Star.

Mr. EVANS: I shall come to that. The
point in relation to the nickel boom is
the influx of mining personnel into the
town. The influx, by far and large, con-
sists of single persons; and by that I mean
persons living away from their families.
The personnel consists of single persons
who have come to Kalgoorlie for the pur-
pose of prospecting, drilling, and doing
other developmental work for the Western
Mining Corporation. By and large these
people are not causing the demand for
rental homes, yet we find the demand now
is just as high as, if not higher than, ever.
Estate agents are turning home seekers
away.

For the last few years the goidmining
industry has been facing a very severe test
not only because of the Question of the
economics of the industry-I am not speak-
ing about the price of gold and its effect
on the industry-but the fact that the
industry is suffering from the failure to
hold a suitable labour force, brought about
by the Poor standard of homes available
and the lack of homes in Kalgoorlie.

This brings me to the. point raised by
the Minister. The Lake View & Star has
not only been recruiting labour from other
parts of Australia, where possible, but from
England and Scotland. The company is
bringing labour from Britain. Many of
those people came to Kalgoorlie but stayed
only a few days. I was able to interview
one of the families before it left. The
reason given to me for leaving was that
the housing was not up to standard.

The Lake View & Star company, in an
attempt to attract a labour force sufficient
to maintain the mining industry in Kal-
goorlie, consistent with the economics of
the position, has been seeking and buy-
ing already established homes to house its
employees. Only last week the Lake View
& Star bought a number of homes, and
the tenants who have been living in them
for some years have been served with
eviction notices. I do not think the com7-
pany will peremptorily turn these people
out at the expiration of the 28 days' notice;
I honestly believe and sincerely hope it
will not. At the same time the tenants
have been warned to look for other accom-
modation, and as a result the position is
becoming tighter still. The Minister said
the Lake View & Star is building homes
in Kalgoorlie, but that is not correct.
Homes are being built at the instigation of
the Shire of Kalgoorlie in an endeavour
to meet the need.

Mr. O'Neil: Not at the instigation of
the shire, but with its co-operation. The
shire did not instigate the idea at all.
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Mr. EVANS: The Minister cannot tell
us anything about this.

Mr. O'Neil: I probably know more about
what is going on in the district than you
do.

Mr, EVANS: Then let the Minister say
something about it.

Mr. O'Neil: I will when I reply.
Mr. EVANS: The Minister might sug-

gest how the problem could be arrested
by some Government assistance or inter-
vention.

Mr. O'Neil: There was considerable Gov-
ernment assistance and intervention.

-Mr. Moir: I would like to hear about it.
Mr. O'Neil: Ask the people in your own

district. Don't you know what is going
on?

The S PEAKE R: Order! Leave It to the
member for Kalgoorlie.

Mr. EVANS: The position in Kalgoorlie
is that there is a very great need for
rental homes; and I feel that if one looks
back on the record of the Government,
one finds that over the last 20 years-and
this Government has served as the Govern-
ment of this State during a great deal of
that time-there is very little satisfaction
to be obtained from its record so far as
housing in Kalgoorlie and Boulder is
concerned. It is a very dismal record
indeed; and for these reasons I have much
pleasure, and deem it my responsibility
and duty as the member for my district,
to support the amendment moved by the
Leader of the Opposition.

IVMR. TOMS (Bayswater) t9.1 p.m.]: In
supporting the addendum to the Address-
in-Reply moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, which of course deals with
the housing position in this State and, at
the same time, the spiralling land prices,
I think it may be necessary to go back a
Little in history to obtain a basis for what
I want to say tonight.

We well recall that there was a housing
shortage prior to the Labor Government
taking office in 1953. Indeed, in that
particular year the position was really
grim, but not by any stretch of imagina-
tion as grim as it is at present.

Mr. O'Neil: You be careful of your
facts.

Mr. TOMS: I am prepared to stand by
mny facts. I believe that a great deal of
the situation in which the Government
now finds itself has been brought upon it
by its own actions. Members who were
here at the time will recall the Liberal
Party Government coming into office in
1959, and the former Minister for Works,
who is now the Agent-General in London,
indicated during one of his speeches
that he believed Government and private
enterprise could work side by side. To
me rhat sounded rather hopeful, but un-
fortunaely this Government had such a
snout, as It were, on any action which

tended to be socialistic and which would
perhaps give some assistance to the com-
mon people of the State, that the day
labour force which had been built up by
the Labor Government, and which had
practically solved the housing problem by
1959, was immediately reduced in number.

In 1960 I asked the then Minister what
the position was in respect of day labour
tradesmen for the quarters of March.
1959; June, 1959; September, 1959; De-
cember, 1959; and the following two
quarters in 1960. The reply given re-
vealed that the day labour force had been
reduced. I will give figures only for con-
struction workers, because the figures for
the maintenance section of the Public
Works Department vary a little.

At the 31st March, 1959, the total num-
ber of construction workers was 1,609.
This day labour force had been built up by
the Labor Government to overcome the
housing problem. Eighteen months later
we find that the number of 1,609 had
been reduced to 668; and You will recall,
Mr. Speaker, that in answer to a question
which I directed to the Minister for
Housing today, the figure is now down to
468.

Mr, OtNeil: A question asked of me?
Mr. TOMS: It was the Minister for

Works. I have given these figures, Mr.
Speaker, because you may recall that
earlier I said the Government has brought
on itself quite a bit of trouble by its own
actions. In The West Australian of Fri-
day, the 26th November. there appeared
the heading, "State Housing Commission
held up over Land and Labour." In 1965
the commission was concerned about the
labour it had got rid of.

Mr. O'Neil- What year?
Mr. TOMS: The year was 1965. 1 will

not quote all of these articles, but they
make very interesting reading. I think
if members had an opportunity to check on
that particular article they would find
the position was brought about as a result
of the policy of this Government.

One of my greatest problems in the dis-
trict I represent is the matter of housing.
I believe the two subjects mentioned by
the Leader of the Opposition in his adden-
dum are rather closely knit-the spiralling
price of land and the current cost of
housing and, indeed, the shortage of it.
I think this House is well aware of the
question I asked in regard to a certain
area Innown as Woodlands. A few weeks
before I asked this question the Govern-
ment had splashed across the front pages
of the Daily News its grave concern at the
speculation in land. In the Press on the
31st August, 1965, there appeared the
heading, "Government Puts New Value on
Land."

This is the particular area about which
I asked a series of questions and I found
out that even after allowing for public
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space areas, a church, and other require-
ments of the locality, as well as general
projects and development by the authority,
the State Housing Commission developed
the land at no greater cost than £350
per lot. Yet we find on the 31st August
the Government put a value of £1,775 to
£2,000 on this land.

Mr. O'Neil: A Commonwealth valuer did
it.

Mr. TOMB: I am not worrying about
Commonwealth Government valuers.

Mr. O'Neil: You should read the Act
and see how values are put on the land.

Mr. TOMS: The Minister has the valuers
from the Taxation Department.

Mr. O'Neil: We always have their
valuation.

Mr. TOMS: If the Minister was sincere.
could he not have built the houses and
made an allowance to the people con-
cerned?

Mr. O'Neil: Ask the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition whether be would have done
it.

Mr. TOMS: I am not concerned with
what he would do; I am trying to solve
the housing problem and curb the spiral-
ling price of land.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. TOMS: The Government has had

the solution in its own hands for a long
time, if it would only grapple with the
problem.

Mr. O'Neil: What is it?
Mr. Graham: Change the Govern-

ment: that is the answer.
Mr. O'Neil: There is no answer from

the honourable member.
Mr. TOMS: The Minister will possibly

get his answer by the time I finish, if he
is patient and is prepared to listen. Six
months after the Government had put
the value on this land there was a leader
in the Daily News on Thursday, the 17th
March, which reads as follows:-

Needy Are Forgotten
It is diffiult to believe that the

State Government has any genuine
wish to make home-building cheaper.

The Government, it seems, would
like home-building to be easier, but
not by bringing down land prices-
and land prices provide the key to the
whole housing mess in W.A.

And mess it is.
This occurred in 1966, 12 months after

the Government had indicated its concern
at the speculation in land. The article
continues-

It is an indictment of any Govern-
ment that in the midst of prosperity
Young People in good, secure employ-
ment should find it a relatively harder
Job to get thefr own home than people
similarly placed 30 years ago.

That is a statement of fact. To continue-
Could anything be more cynical than

the Woodlands scheme, put forward by
the Government as a solution to part
of this problem?

Yet the Government appears sur-
prised that of the first 79 blocks of-
fered under the scheme only 46 have
been sold.

That article mentioned the greater diff-
culty people had in securing a home than
was the case 30 years ago. Members will
recall that, during the Address-in -Reply
debate last year, I said that the price of
land was out of all proportion to what it
was 30 years ago. In fact, I went back
only 27 years to 1939. and I gave compara-
tive figures for 1968. 1 stated that the
basic wage in 1939 was £4 2s. 2d. One
could then buy a block of land in the
metropolitan area for £30 or £40, and if
a person could have saved the whole of
his wages for eight to 10 weeks he could
have owned a block of land,

In 1966, with a basic wage of £16 12s. 7d.,
the same blocks-which are just blocks of
sand with no gold or oil or iron ore on
them-reached the staggering figure of
£1,200 to £1,500. That meant that if the
same worker had been able to retain the
full basic wage he would have taken 75
weeks to 90 weeks to save enough money
to buy the same block of land that he
could have purchased with eight weeks' to
10 weeks' wages in 1939.

1 also referred to the cost of housing at
that time. In 1939 anyone could have built

a very nice home for £850 on a £30 block
Of land. That is one-thirtieth of the cost.
But what happens in 1966? The value of
the land is £1,200 and the value of the
home is not less than £3,000 to £3,000. The
cost of the home is almost twice the cost
of the land. The cost of the land was one-
thirtieth of the total cost in 1939 and
nearly half in 1966.

Do we wonder at the widespread agony
that some of these Young couples must be
going through today in an endeavour to
find the cash to build a home? No wonder
there is trouble and no wonder the wives
have to go out to work to get the money
to buy a block of land. I have a niece who
has been married for three years. A couple
of months ago she and her husband bought
a block of land at Dianeila and paid £2,300
for It.

At the time she remarked to me that she
had to go to work for another 12 months
to pay for the block of land, and she won-
dered when she would be able to staxt a
family. When they pay off the block they
have to look for finance to build a home.
It is not only hard on them today; it will
take 40 years to pay off the home, during
which time they will also try to rear a
family.

In the majority of cases young people
cannot raise enough on first mortgage
and they have to raise the balance
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through a second mortgage. As the
Leader of the Opposition indicated, some
of these second mortgages are at pheno-
menal rates of interest.

As well as an inquiry into the price of
land and the housing position, I think
there should be an inquiry into the way
some People are putting pressure on the
young people who buy blocks of land. I
think the classic phrase regarding the price
of land appeared in the Daily News on
the 8th April this year. The heading on
the front page was, "Perth's Great Land
Zoom."'

Speculators are sucking the blood from
the young people-the young couples who
will build the future of this country. I
would not like to face the future of some
of these young people. I have often had
it said to me, the same as other members
must have had it said to them, "How would
You like to be such and such an age?" MTy,answer is, "Thank goodness I am my
present age."

The Government has Plenty of land. I
do not recommend the opening up of de-
ferred urban land, because we still have
plenty of other land to build on. However,
I believe the Government should do some-
thing to ensure that young couples are able
to get a block of land at a reasonable pnice.

Mr. O'Neil: What is the solution?
Mr. TOMB: The Government had an

opportunity at Woodlands but it preferred
to capitalise so that it could build new
houses. I do not think the State Housing
Commission was established for that pur-
pose. It was established to provide houses
for people who need them, and not to
make capital out of land sales. If the
Government had done the proper thing it
would have offered the land back to the
original owners.

Mr. O'Neil: It was not resumed land; it
was bought by the commission.

Mr. TOMB: Bought by the commission?
Mr. O'NeiI: You told us what price we

paid for it.
Mr. TOMS: That price was correct, was

it not?
Mr. O'Neil: You estimated a price.

Mr. TOMS: I estimated a, conservative
price and allowed for development and
open space. I allowed about £350 on the
purchase price. As the member for Mt.
Hawthorn said, we should be talking in
dollars now.

It is with a deal of regret that I have
to support this amendment. Had the
position not been what it is today,' and
had my experience not been what it has
been with young couples and migrant
families looking for houses, my attitude
might have been different. it is pathetic
out my way. I am afraid to get out of
bed in the morning because, almost before
I can get away, there is generally someone
with a housing problem to see me.

I am wondering what the Government
will do. We know that in 1965 there was
to be an inquiry. We have reached 1967
and we have seen in the Press that the
inquiry is still on. How long will it be
before the inquiry is finalised and we get
something out of It?

I do not think any member on the
other side would argue a.-ainst the fact
that the housing position is drifting to-
wards the time when every home in this
State will be State owned, and the Govern-
ment will more and more have to accept
the responsibility of housing the people.
We will be back to socialism. Early in the
piece the Government disbanded the day
labour force, and then screamed that it
was short of labour.

There is only one answer to this Problem
and I1 support the amendment moved by
the reader of the Opposition. I hope the
people of this State will have enough
reason in a few months' time to put a
Government back in office which will
tackle this housing problem and solve it.

MR. BRAIDY (Swan) [9.21 p.m.]: I
wish to support the amendment moved by
the reader of the Opposition, although I
am very sorry that be has had to move
this amendment in order to make the Gov-
ernment realise the serious Plight of the
people in the community. These people
are helping to build up the assets of this
State, but they are not being treated
properly by the Government in regard to
housing. It is a very serious reflection on
the Government to find that in the year
1967 we are further behind in many re-
spects in connection with housing In this
State than we were in 1948.

I came into this House in 1948 as the
member for Guildfordl-Midland and one
of the first problems that confronted me
was the dire distress of young couples and
people who were endeavouring to get a
roof over their heads. It would seem to
me to be a reasonable argument that if
this problem existed in 1948, surely by
1967 the Government of the day should
feel sufficient social responsibility to realise
that the average couple, and the working
community as a whole, want decent ac-
commodation. In many ways I find pro-
blems in 1967 which appear to me to be
equal to those of 1948. As far as solving
the community's housing problems is con-
cerned, we are no better off now than
we were in 1948. In my opinion, that is
a serious reflection and I can understand
why people, when they are faced with this
problem, are very bitter in regard to Gov-
ernments and politicians.

I knew this debate would ensue and con-
sequently I have looked over a number of
articles which have appeared in the news-
Papers, and I have considered the problems
which have been posed to me over recent
years. I would like to deal firstly with a
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problem which was mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition; that is, the
Price of land.

The honourable member who has just
resumed his seat was undoubtedly quite
correct when he pointed out the com-
parative values of a block of land in, say,
1930 and a. block of land in 1966. There is
also the comparison of trying to buy a
house in 1930 and of buying a block of land
with a house on it in 1966. This is what
I would call the three-card trick by the
financial experts, the economists, and the
business people in the community.

In 1930 1 personally bought a, block of
land for £85. The basic wage was then
£4 5s. a week and, as the member for
Bayswater has just said, it would have
taken approximately 20 weeks for a basic
wage earner to buy such a block of land
if he saved the whole of his wages. The
basic wage today Is over £16 a week, hut
to buy a block of land it is necessary to
pay £800 to £1,000. In fact, in the back
blocks of Midland Junction only two
months ago, six blocks were sold for over
£1,000 each, and some were as high as
£1,200. It would take a working man two
and a half times longer to buy a block
today than it took him in 1930.

If the thinking man and the workers In
the community realise these facts, there
will be a very violent reaction Indeed. No
Government can justify housing prices and
land prices being stepped up to such an
extent without doing something about it.
As far as I can see, nothing is being done
to remedy the position. I do emphasise
the fact that it takes two and a half times
longer, in terms of working weeks, to
acquire the same type of blocks of land
than in 1930. One could go on in that
strain indefinitely.

Without doubt, it is time there was an
overall inquiry in regard to the position.
I would like to tough briefly on the re-
marks made by the previous speaker who
said that the position is causing great social
difficulties. Bath the husband and wife
have to go to work and in many cases the
children are being neglected. This in turn
is causing problems for the Child Welfare
Department and, of course, It is causing
domestic upsets in the homes.

Recently two or three cases have been
put to me by wives, who have telephoned
and said that they wanted to get a State
Housing Commission home. They were
working and their husbands were working.
They appeared to be happily married and
had young families who were growing up.
The next thing I find is that there is a
legal separation. why are these things
happening? In my opinion it is because
of the breakdown in the home life which
is very often caused because both members
of the family are working and, in addition.
because they are unable to get proper
housing. When they do get proper hous-
ing, they have to pay very high rents if

they wish to continue to live In those
houses.

Tonight I would like to advocate to the
Government and the Minister for Housing,
In particular, that the various departments
should get together and try to solve some
of the problems which are facing people
who come into the community.

Less than half an hour ago I was speak-
ing to a lady who came into this country
some 18 months ago. She has a family
and I believe there are either four or five
children. These people tried every way
possible to get a house, but neither the
State Housing Commission nor the people
concerned with rental homes were able to
provide them with accommodation. They
finished up in a house at Bellevue but it is
off the main road and it was built many
years ago. I would mention that it was
not built by a first class tradesman. They
paid ovcr £3,000 for the house, and they
had a deposit of £200 only. This is the
situation with which they were confronted
in order to get a house to accomodate their
family so that they could have some semb-
lance of home life. They have to Pay 10
per cent. on a first mortgage, and 12 per
cent. on a second mortgage, which is reduc-
ible. They must pay £30-or $60-a
month and in three years both the first
and the second mortgages will be called up.

Here is just one case of people who
came to Western Australia in order to
give their young family an opportunity,
but because they cannot get rental
accommodation they are faced with the
possibility of losing everything in three
years. I repeat tha the first mortgage is
10 per cent. and the second mortgage Is
12 per cent. This is not an isolated case.
There are dozens of cases such as this,
because, unfortunately, the real estate
agents 'want to make money for them-
selves and they are encouraging the situa-
tion.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Speak up!1
Mr. BRADY: it is all very well for the

Minister to say, "Speak up." It is a joke
with him and with his Government, but
it is not a joke for the people who are
caught in the net. The Minister for
Works is relatively fortunate. He probably
liss his own home, he has a substantial
salary, and he is able to meet the prob-
lems with which he is confronted. But
just imagine the position in which this
family found itself! I am wondering if
the Government is telling prospective
migrants in the Old Country what is hap-
pening to these people.

Mr. O'Neil: Who Charged 10 per cent.
interest on' the first mortgage?

Mr. BRADY:- The particulars of this
case can be proved. Only half an hour
ago the woman rang me up and told me
that they were charged 10 per cent. on
the first mortgage and 12 per cent, on the
second mortgage. Real estate agents will
come to one's door and beg one to sell
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one's house on those terms. I had the
experience of selling my own home only
a short time ago, and prior to selling it a
real estate agent came to me and said
that he could sell my home on a first mort-
gage at a high rate of interest and then
take out a second mortgage at another
high rate of interest.

Mr. O'Neil: Was the second mortgage
at a better rate of interest?

Mr. BRADY: I did not accept either of
the propositions. I sold my house through
the bank and for cash. I relate these
circumstances to the House so that the
Minister for Housing in particular will
know what is going on.

Mr. Q'Neil: Who charges 10 per cent.
on the first mortgage?

Mr. BRADY: I have the particulars of
this case in black and white and the case
was brought to my knowledge by this lady
telephoning me and asking me what her
legal position was. She wanted to know
if it was a legal document because she
had signed it. I told her that as far as
I could judge it was a legal document
but I would have it checked by another
authority and when I did, that authority
confirmed that the document could be en-
forced. What upset me, as the member
for the district, was that this family will
have to meet both mortgages within three
years or lose all they have, including the
£200 deposit.

That is only one ease, but I could re-
late to the House many other cases,
Including my own, because, as I have said,
a real estate agent Invited me to sell my
house on similar terms. There was the
case of another man who came from
Europe not so long ago; and, in Nov-
ember, 1966, a friend of his living in
Switzerland wrote to him and told him
he would like to come to Australia with his
young family. This Is a genuine case.
The man living in this State advised his
friend in Switzerland to come to Australia
with his famly because he could have his
house, which was built on three-quarters
of an acre, and that he would build a
home on another block a short distance
away.

However, when this man applied to have
his block subdivided he was told his appli-
cation could not be approved because there
Was aL five-acre minimum for subdivision
of land in the'particular area. The man
living in Switzerland was expected to come
to this State with his family in July, but
they took advantage of the opportunity to
come out in May. So the man residing in
this State was placed in a mast Invidious
position. Although he told the department
he had promised this family accommoda-
tion when they arrived here, he was not
granted the subdivision, because the town
Planning authority advised him that he
was not Permitted to subdivide his block
in that particular area.

The man in question has 14 acres in
Caversham. I know tha' if there is one
family in Caversham that wants to sub-
divide, there is a dozen, and yet the townm
planning authority has ruled that this is
an area in which there must be a sub-
division minimum of five acres. If the
Government and the Minister are anxious
to solve the housing problem they should
allow those people in Cavershamn to sub-
divide their land. In certain instances, if
one twists the Minister's arm and appeals
to him, he will let one have a subdivision
of a quarter of an acre only a quarter of
a mile from the block of land this man
wants to subdivide,

That is not the end of the story. As
soon as the Minister says one can sub-
divide, the Water Supply Department then
rules that one cannot have any water
because there are not enough people to
justify an extension of the main to the
area in question; and so another problem
arises.

I will now outline the circumstances of
a case which was made known to me only
within the last 24 hours. This concerned
a young man who has been trying for
three years to build a house on the West
Swan Road, just outside Caversham, but
he could not get a subdivision, because of
the dictum that the land can only be sub-
divided to a minimum of five acres. As a
result he decided to build next to his
mother's house on her land and he thought
everything was going along swimmingly
until the Water Supply Department told
him that an extension could not be made
to his block because the man on the other
side of him was not prepared to build,
and the department could not extend the
water main beyond a certain distance as it
was not an economic proposition. There-
fore, this young man cannot build his
home on his mother's land.

That Is another case of the way potential
home builders are becoming frustrated
day in and day out. By outlining the par-
ticulars of this case to the House I am
trying to indicate what is happening all
over the metropolitan area. I think the
Government should direct its departmental
officers to regard this problem as being of
the highest priority and review it as soon
as possible. In my opinion, the depart-
mental heads of the State Electricity Com-
mission, the Town Planning Depart-
ment, the Water Supply & Sewerage
Board, and the officers employed by
local government bodies should get
together at the direction of the Govern-
men t-without saying "if" or "maybe"--
to do something as part of the Govern-
ment's policy.

The Ben are Road area, which Is also
in my electorate, could provide land for
200 or 300 houses immediately if the
State Housing Commission wanted to
build there. For some time there have
been rumours that the commission is
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desirous of building there, but it has not
got on with the job. In view of the urg-
ency of the housing position in the metro-
politan area, something should be done as
soon as possible to open up this area for
building.

I believe other activity is aggravating
the demand for land in the metropolitan
area and causing this grave housing short-
age. I will mention two instances of such
activity. One is the insistence by the
Town Planning Department to have a
green belt, and the other is the blanket
which the Water Supply Department or
the Health Department has put over 2,000
acres of land on the perimeter of the
metropolitan area. This blanket was im-
posed last year. An area of 2,000 acres
would accommodate 8,000 to 10,000 homes
built on subdivisions of a quarter of an
acre, or a fifth of an acre, depending on
the Way the subdivisions are approved.

What happened? Overnight the de-
partment put a blanket on the area and
said it would not allow houses to be built
on It because there were no sewerage
facilities available and the land was not
fit for septic tank installation. This is
the kind of action that Is aggravating the
acute shortage of houses. Most people
cannot afford to pay £3,000 or more for
a block of land on the north side of the
river in Dalkeith or adjoining suburbs.
Such people will look for a home site In
areas where cheaper land Is available.
However, even when people look for a
block of land in the hills districts they
are now told that they cannot be granted
a subdivision, because no sewerage facili-
ties are offering and the land is not suit-
able for septic tank Installation,

In all seriousness, Is this the way to
govern a country? The word "govern"
means something. This Government Is
not governing at all, but is just playing
around with serious problems and, as I
said before, is helping to bring about
other social problems such as child de-
linquency and, In some instances, Is
assisting to break up homes, So the
Government has an obligation to do some-
thing in this matter.

I will turn again to the Caversham,
area, because I recall that when the
Minister for Police was a back-bencher
he said the Government intended to con-
duct an inquiry into the Caversham. area.
The late member for Bunbury was a
member of that committee and I was
told I would be invited to give evidence
before it. However, I did not receive an
invitation to give evidence and the com-
mittee recommended a minimum sub-
division of five acres in the Caversham.
area.

There are bitumen roads, there is pro-
vision for electric lighting, water is pro-
vided, there Is a beautiful river In the
vicinity, there is a high school which can
accommodate 1,600 students, there is a

railway station two miles away, and yet
the Government has decided on a mini-
mum of five acres.

The Town Planning Department will
not allow any subdivisions there, even
though it is an ideal place for the
gazettal of a residential area. The whole
set-up could not be better. In the horse
and cart days, 60 or 70 years ago, it might
have been all right to stipulate that there
should be a minimum of five acres; but
today, when one can travel 50 or 60 miles
in an hour, why should we tie up land
like this which is in such an excellent
area? That is what the Government has
done.

There are other aspects of town plan-
ning and housing on which I wish to touch.
I have a graph before me which appeared
in the Weekend News of Saturday, the 4th
March, 1967. I think the article relates
mostly to discussions with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. The Leader of
the Opposition has tonight quoted from
this article, so I will not touch on the
article itself, because I know that you,
Mr. Speaker, would far sooner members
spoke without reading long articles. But
the article in question would indicate
that from 1962 to the end of 1966 the
outstanding applications for houses were
greater than those which were received
in that period.

It seems that 7,000 applications were
received in 1962-63, and 8,000 were out-
standing. That means the Government
was able to satisfy 1,000 applicants. Let
me now go to the other extreme of the
graph which shows that in 1985-806
approximately 11,000 applications were
received, while there were over 11,000
waiting to be dealt with. In other words,
the applications were coming in at a
faster rate than the housing commission
could deal with them.

There is another graph which shows
the waiting time. In 1962-63 the waiting
time for a purchase home was one year.
in 19 65-66 there was a two-year waiting
period. There was a two-year waiting
period in regard to rental homes In 1962-
63, and at the moment the waiting period
is over two years,

Mr. O'Neil: I provided those graphs.
Mr. BRADY: I am very pleased to hear

that. I would not like to place the Min-
ister in a false position by quoting some-
thing that was not correct. On the Min-
ister's own admission this is the factual
position. The, housing problem is getting
worse and worse, and this provides some
semblance of truth to the statement with
which I opened.

I entered this House in 1948, and at that
time we were faced with a very serious
problem. Now, virtually 20 years later,
we are no better off. As a Parliament we
are supposed to be looking after the social
requirements of the comnrity-and
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housing is one of the major requirements
-but It would seem that 'we are going
further and further back.

Here is another interesting point. What
I said in 1948 is happening today. It would
appear that there has been a considerable
step-up from 1945 to 1906 in the build-
ing of factories, offices, banks, insurance
companies, and that sort of thing. I
think that somewhere in the vicinity of
$120,000,000 has been spent on that type
of building. The position in regard to flats
and houses, however, remains much the
same. These are not being built at any-
where near the same rate as are factories,
shops, and buildings of that kind.

Mr. O'Neil: What is that publication
you have in your hand?

Mr. BRADY: It is the R. & 1. Bank's
annual account, and the graph is on page
17. It is the current issue for March, 1967.
So it would seem that building materials,
the efforts of tradesmen, and finance, are
all going into the building of factories,
shops, and so on. No doubt these buildings
are required, but the homes which are so
essential for the people who work in the
factories, and for the others who require
them, are not being built at anywhere near
the same rate.

I think it is about time the Government
said to the financial institutions - and
there are about 40 of them: insurance
companies, banks, lending authorities,
trustees, and so on-"- We, as a Govern
ment, feel you should now try to give
some priority to the building of homes,
and let the factories, etc., wait over for a
year or two. You should try to meet the
existing emergency for a year or two by
channelling your finance from factories.
and that sort of thing, Into homes for the
people, to provide them with some sem-
blance of comfort and some little satisfac-
tion."

If the situation which exists today con-
tinues, I believe the repercussions right
through the community will be very seri-
ouis. Before I get on to the actual cases
that have been waiting-in some instances
for many years-I want to say that today,
as late as 11 o'clock in the morning, I called
into a company at Midland called Fabco.
I do not know who is responsible for this
company going to Midland; I had hoped
that it was the Department of industrial
Development, but I noticed in April that
the company in question was sending house
units across the Trans.-line to Sydney. I
asked the manager if this was so, and he
said it was. I then asked him, "Are You
building any houses for the State Housing
commission?" He replied, "Yes, we are
building about 50 In the country." I then
asked him what these houses comprised,
and he replied that a two-bedroom house
on site, with septic tank, hot and cold
water, electric. Stove or a wood stove, could
be built for $4,800. I asked him what the
cost of a three-bedroom house would be,
and he replied it would cost $7,200.

The manager of the company added,
however, that there seemed to be some
objection to the building of timber-framed
houses in the muetropoitan area. I asked
him what these buildings were made of
and he replied that they were constructed
of asbestos and timber. When I asked
whether aluminium could be used he said
that was possible.

The main point I -wish to stress is that
he said to me that one of these buildings
could be placed on site in 24 hours, I want
the Minister to note that. These houses
can be occupied in one week. So I would
like the Minister to get his departmental
officers to have a conference with the
principals of this company which is called
Fabo and Collier Building Constructions.
We could have aL building on site in 24
hours and it could be occupied in one week.

Mr. O'Neil: We have been dealing with
them.

Mr. BRADY: This is the sort of thing
that would help solve the housing position.
Instead of rushing in willy-nlly, as he is
trying to do now, the Minister should get
his officers to discuss this matter with the
financial interests concerned, because it is
possible that dozens of families would be
glad to occupy these residences in some of
the areas I have mentioned, like Caver-
sham and Benarfi.

Mr. O'Neil: Can I tell you that we have
bought about 50?

Mr. BRADY: The Minister cannot tell
me anything. He will have half or
three-quarters of an hour to explain
exactly what his department is doing to
solve this problem. I suppose if he told us
the truth he would say that the depart-
ment was doing very little, because the
facts prove it is not up with the job. it
is getting further behind and the statistics
prove that. The departmental statistics
prove that it is getting further behind. I
do not want to hear a lot of ballyhoo from
the Minister: I want him to solve the
problem and Fabco can help him to solve
it.

Mr. O'Neil: It is.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

member must not get to the stage of ad-
vertising in this House,

Mr. BRADY: I will not.
Mr. Court: While you are taking your

breath the Minister is trying to tell you
that he has bought 50) of those houses
already.

Mr. BRADY: I told that to the Minister
first; I said that 50 had been built in the
country.

The SPEAKER: I heard you.
Mr. BRADY: I said it, too. If the min-

ister did not hear me I can speak louder.
Mr. Graham: Speak to him in Japanese.

He will understand.
Mr. O'Connor: I thought he was.
Mr. B3RADY: I have been absolutely

astonished at the way the department is
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handling these problems. Today I saw
a lady who has been trying to get a house
for a number of years. As fax as she
knows she is not in the race to get one.
This lady put in an application in 1965 for
a house in Greenmount. She is alleged
to have received a letter from the com-
mission indicating she had been notified
that she had been allotted a house in a
certain area, but had not replied to the
notification. She had to put in another
application, and she had to wait a further
period. She told me she did not receive
that advice from the commission, and if
she had she would have taken it. The
commission has now put her application
back for a further period, as a result of
this alleged letter. This is not the first
time that I have heard the same story.

I know one young man who was penal-
ised by the Housing Commission for about
four years. He was evicted from three
houses, and during that period his wife
had three babies. When I said I would
expose this case in Parliament, to showv
there was no justification for such treat-
ment to this young man, the Housing Com-
mission allocated him a flat at the other
end of the metropolitan area.

The lady to whom I have just referred
told me she was paying £6 a week in rent
for the house she was living in. She is a
sick woman, and she has her mother, who
is over 90 years of age, living with her.
She wants a three-bedroom house and she
put in her application over three years ago,
but she has not yet been allotted one. I
was advised on the 19th December last by
the Housing Commission in the following
terms:-

You have my assurance that when
Mrs Mead's turn for housing is
reached she will be promptly con-
tacted.

Mr. Graham: Just words!
Mr. BRADY: That is the type of reply

I have got to about 20 applications. Let
me refer to another case. I said a few
moments ago that I believe the housing
position is bringing about domestic upsets
and, in my opinion, is helping to aggra-
vate the difficulties of the community.
This is the case of a new-Australian
woman, whose name I shall not mention
because of the way she has been treated
by her husband. In 1963 she applied for
a house, and the usual letters went back-
wards and forwards, but no house came
along.

On the 6th of last month I rang the
commission and said this woman was try-
ing to get a house, that she had a main-
tenance order, and that she was legally
separated from her husband. I said it
was an emergent case because there were
five children involved. I pointed out; that
a daughter of this lady had taken the lady
into her home, and there were virtually
about 12 persons living in a house which
was fit to accommodate a family of three.

I had not received a reply by the 18th of
the month, so I rang the commission again
and asked what had been done. I was
told that the case had to go through this
or that committee and the commission
would have to take the usual steps. I
then said the people in my area were very
concerned and they wanted a deputation
to the Minister or to the general manager.
I was told to wait 24 hours to enable the
commission to find out the position. After
one hour an officer of the cornuission
rang back and told me that an inspector
had called around the previous day but
there was only one child at home, and so
the lady could not be interviewed. That
was the day when the woman contacted
me by phone and told me about her des-
perate position.

Last Friday I was advised that this
woman could not be given a house, and
that it was not the policy of the commis-
sion to allocate a house in a case like
hers, because she has a half interest in
the house where her husband is living, and
which he refuses to sell.

I was told by the commission that the
daughter had been given a house in Port
Hedland, and that the woman in ques-
tion was allowed to have the tenancy of
the home in which the daughter was liv-
ing. it took nearly a month to get any
action in that particular case. In my
opinion this woman is just as much en-
titled to a house as any other woman
placed in similar circumstances.

I cannot believe it is the policy of the
Housing Commission, when a woman has a
maintenance order against her husband,
and children are involved, to say that be-
cause there is a joint tenancy with the
husband she is not entitled to a house.
In this ease the husband could go around
to the house where she is living, because
it is just around the corner from where
he lives, and bash her up. He has actu-
ally bashed her up in the past. In a ease
of this description, when there Is the pos-
sibility of a husband cohabiting with his
wife, although they have a legal separa-
tion, the Housing Commission very quickly
points out that a house cannot be allo-
cated: but when it is a case of a husband
bashing up the wife, the commission quickly
resorts to the tactics that a house cannot
be allocated because it is not the policy
of the commission to do so.

Mr. O'Neil., Did you say this woman has
a house?

Mr. BRADY: After trying for nearly
a month to get a house for her, the com-
mission told me that she now has a house.

Mr. Q'Neil: Is it a commission house?
Mr. BRADY: It is not. It Is a private

home in which her daughter is living.
Mr. O'Neil: How could the commission

say the mother could have it?
Mr. BRADY: T was wondering about

that. Perhaps the Minister should ask his
officers. This is an authentic case, and
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this sort of thing is going on in the Comn-
mission. There is another case I could
quote. However, I cannot remember the
details, so I will not relate them.

Here is another case in regard to which
the usual reply was received. It is as
followis:-

Mrs. application will remain
current, and you have my assurance
that in the event of the Commission
being in a position to offer this lady
housing assistance, she will be
promptly contacted.

In this particular case the lady is living
in a lovely home in Midland. She wants
to get out of that house and take up
residence in a single-woman's flat. It so
happens that if she were able to get one
of these flats, the house would be imnme-
diately available for occupation by a
family, but the commuission says that it
has no flats to give to this lady. I am
told the lady concerned is already getting
a war widow's pension-I hope returned
soldiers are listening-she is getting
superannuation, and there is a big de-
mand for single-unit flats and therefore
she is unable to be allotted one. The
commission would sooner have her occupy
five or six rooms than give her two rooms
and let another family go into her borne.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.
Manning): The honourable member has
another five minutes.

Mr. BRADY: I think that will be suffi-
cient for me, Mr. Deputy Speaker. I am
relating this case to show there are other
cases and part of the solution to the pre-
sent problem would be for the State Hous-
lug Commission to look at applications
like this. There could possibly be 20, 30,
or 40 people prepared to move into two-
unit flats and let their houses to somebody
else.

Another woman in Midland told me
she would do the same thing. There must
be a dozen women, mostly elderly, in my
area who are wanting single-unit fiats, but
no single-unit flats are being built in the
Midland area by the Housing Commission.
Not one has been built In the last seven
years. The commission, in answer to a
question of mine today, said that it does
not keep any record of single-unit flats,
or single-unit applications from the Mid-
land area: but applications were coming
in from other parts of the metropolitan
area, so single-unit fiats were being built
inl those parts.

Midland is one of the first places where
single-unit fiats should have been built
because five or six "C"-class hosiptals have
been opened in that area during the lest
five or six years and they are nearly all
filed to capacity, in many cases by people
who could have been living in single-unit
fiats. Three cases come to my mind at
the moment. The people Concerned are
either keeping house for a man about to
be married, or living In a house that is

practically condemned. Another woman
has been trying to get a house in Midland
for about seven years because she wants
to live there. These people are getting
nowhere; they are told by the Housing
Commission that a record will be kept of
their applications and that when their
turn comes along they will be supplied.

I have a file here containing approxi-
mately 20 cases. I could go through these,
but not in the two or three minutes which
I have left. I wrote a letter to the Min-
ister to say I was greatly concerned that
young couples with one or two chfldren
could not get a house. These people re-
ceived the usual reply: that they will have
to wait their turn. These young couples
with young families are tradesmen, and
when I1 made inquiries as to why they could
not get a house I1 was told they earned £22
over the maximum allowance. In other
words, they were getting over £25 per
week.

There are dozens and dozens of trades-
men such as bricklayers, carpenters, plas-
terers, and plumbers who are in that posi-
tion. They are the men who build the
houses; and they have to live and provide
for young families. Nevertheless, they can-
not get houses because they are earning
5s. or l0s. per week over the rate. One
chap told me he lost approximately three
months' sick time and did not average £25
per week. However, the commission said
it made no difference as he had a £25 per
week rating and could not get a house.

Mr. Graham: Make it $50.
Mr. BRADY: As the Deputy Leader of

the Opposition says, it is $50.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. W. A.

Manning): The honourable member's time
has expired.

Mr. BRADY: I think the Minister should
have got the message by now that more
houses are needed in my area.

MR- DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.5 p.m.J:
I regret that this most serious motion is
being considered with a great degree of
hilarity on the Government side. During
the whole of last session I never heard
so much laughter as I have tonight during
this debate, and this indicates to me that
the Government members-

Mr. O'Neil., The same as some of yours
have been doing.

Mr. DAVIES: -do not feel this is a
serious matter. I have had only relatively
recent service within this Parliament, and
I felt certain procedures had come to be
accepted: but it is quite evident these pro-
cedures change, just as they have on
this occasion. The Minister concerned
usually replies fairly promptly to any
matter brought before the House which in-
any way censures the Government. I
believe we have had at least three speakers
tonight and yet on no occasion has the
Minister attempted to rise from his seat
to explain the Government's attitude.
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Mr. O'Neil: I want to answer as many
speakers as possible.

Mr. DAVIES: Apparently he feels he has
the answers and is proud of the Govern-
ment's action in regard to housing. One
would have thought that with the gallery
we have, he would have got to his feet to
explain why the housing position is as it
is today.

Mr. O'Neil: I do not speak to the gal-
lery.

Mr. DAVIES: The housing position is
desperate and I am sure every one of the
members on the other side of the House
could get up and produce files of eases
handled, as I can. I can draw attention
to some of the cases with which I have
dealt this year, but it would be a waste of
time at this stage. The Minister should
have given a reply immediately, because he
would be aware that this amendment was
going to be moved tonight. Seeing that
a similar one was moved in another place
last night, I do not think the Minister
would be so dense as not to assume the
same motion would be presented in this
House at the first opportunity, particu-
larly in view of the difficulties members
have in coping with the various housing
problems that come to them.

Having been aware of the likelihood of
the words that would be used in the
amendment: and having been so proud
of the Government's record in regard to
housing-which we claim is dismal, and
we arc quite right--one would have
thought the Minister would have been up
on his feet to cut the ground right from
under every member on this side of the
House who wished to complain. The
Minister has not done that and we can
only imagine there is no answer to the
case.

Mr. O'Neil. The answer is here.
Mr. Rushton: You haven't put up a case

yet.
Mr. DAVIES: The member for Dale has

woken up and come in with a, sharp witti-
cism. He could become known as Dozey
Dale.

Mr. O'Neil: You have to wake up.
Mr. DAVIES: What members opposite

are not doing is answer our censure that
the Government has let the state of
housing in Western Australia get into an
appalling condition. I remember that
when I came into this House in 1951 1
had to tell people who came to me they
would have to wait nine months for a
purchase home and 12 months for a rental
home. One has only to look at the
answers to question No. 21 on yesterday's
Votes and Proceedings to find that now
the waiting period is 31 years. Imagine
how distressing that is for People who
are hard pressed for housing.

Mr. O'Neil: It was just as pressing in
1958.

Mr. DAVIES: Fancy having to wait 34
years before being able to get accom-
modation!t

I am sure that you, Mr. Deputy Speaker
(Mr. W. A. Manning). have had pensioners
come to you with their problems and you
have had to tell them that because they
have a few shillings over the limit, or a few
pounds in the bank, they cannot even be
considered in the reasonably near, or the
distant, future for assistance for pensioner
accommodation. That is one of the most
distressing aspects of housing at the pres-
ent time. I do not believe the Government
has any right to dictate the morals of
persons when it is considering applica-
tions.

Mr. O'Neil: We do not.
Mr. DAVIES: I know of cases where

the Housing Commission has sat in moral
judgment on applicants. While talking
about morals, we can use the word in an-
other sense. The Government has a moral
duty to accept certain kinds of people as
tenants, but it will not even list such people
for accommodation.

Unfortunately, there are people within
the community who are unable to cope
and who have no earning capacity. They
cannot earn anywhere near the amount
which Private landlords demand, and these
people are left to their own resources.
Some of them have to live under the most
appalling conditions. We find them living
in houses which, but for the good graces
of the shire health inspectors, would be
condemned: we find them living In places
where no decent person would be asked to
live. Yet those people are expected to
bring up their children or else Put them
in a home.

I dealt with a case recently, and the
Minister knows of it, where we asked for
some consideration to be given because the
husband was in Heatheote. The woman
was not able to cope and, unfortunately,
both the husband and wife owed the Hous-
ing Commission rent through previous ten-
ancies and other marriages.

It is quite obvious that those people had
no chance of arranging suitable accommo-
dation for themselves. The woman was on
the phone to me at 8 o'clock every morning
and all I could say was that I had appealed
to the minister and pulled every string
that I knew of, and it was up to the
Government. But the Government was
not prepared to carry those people. What
happens to the children if they have to go
to an institution? It could cost the Gov-
ernment up to $89 a week to keep a child
in an institution; that Is, If he got into
trouble and had to go to Riverbank. It
could cost the Government down to $17.70
a week if the child went to an open
institution or an open hostel. The Gov-
ernment says it cannot take this tenant
because she is too big a risk although It
would cost the State a considerable amount
to keep the children in an institution.
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I did not intend to speak on this matter,
because I had hoped the Minister would
have given his answer and presented a
solution to the housing difficulty. I thought
at least he would have said that we could
now give our attention to legislation be-
cause everything is in order as far as the
State Housing Commission is concerned.
I felt the Minister might have said that
we would not have to worry Alan Johnson,
the Parliamentary liaison officer, at the
State Housing Commission any more. Mr.
Johnson does all he can to help us, but
that help is limited because of the policies
of the commission.

We should be in this House to discuss
legislation and laws, and not be messengers
for people in our electorates with housing
difficulties, It is shameful for the Min-
ister, if he has the answer, to sit back
and waste the time of every member of
this House. He is waiting to see what we
have to say before giving an answer. That
has never been done before in the six years
I have been here, and I expect reason-
able courtesy would demand that the
Minister explain the Government's atti-
tude so that it could be sensibly debated.
The Minister has to answer to this Parlia-
ment, and we want to hear his answer.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Fletcher.

House adjourned at 10.16 p~m.

?iinfqiutatiur (Jouueit
Thursday, the 3rd August, 1967

The PRESIDENT (The Hon, L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (14): ON NOTICE
PIG INDUSTRY COMPENSATION

ACT
Receipts and Payments: 1965 to 1967

1. The Hon. J. HEITMAN (for The Hon.
C. R. Abbey) asked the Minister for
Mines:
(1) What were the total amounts re-

ceived under the provisions of the
Pig Industry Compensation Act,
1942. for each of the financial
years 1965-66 and 1966-67?

(2) What number of pigs were slaugh-
tered under the provisions of the
Pig Industry Compensation Act,
and what was the total amount of
compensation paid in each of these
years?

(3) What is the total amount held in
the fund at the 30th June, 1967?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) 1965-66--$28.185.

1966-67-$28,921.

(2) 1965-66-
Number of pigs slaughtered-742.
Compensation paid-l7,007.

1966-07-
Number of pigs slaughtered-947.
Compensation paid-$28,300.

(3) -$290,049.

SHARK BAY ROAD
Bituininising

2. The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND asked the
Minister for Mines:

Can the Minister advise the House
if there is any plan envisaged for
the bitumninising of the Shark Bay
road, from the Overlander turnoff
to Denham?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Due to the demands of higher
priority works, such as the con-
struction and sealing of the North-
West Coastal Highway, the up-
grading of the Great Northern
Highway, and the provision of
roads in the Pilbara, the Main
Roads Department was unable to
allocate funds in the 1967-68 pro-
gramme of works for the surfacing
of the Shark Bay road from the
Overlander turnoff to Denham.

MARVEL, LOCH SCHOOO0L
Teacher's Residence: Renovation

3. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the
Minister for Mines:

is it the intention of the depart-
ment concerned to call tenders
for the renovation and painting
of the Marvel Loch school teach-
er's residence during this finan-
cial year?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
The Government Employees'
Housing Authority advise that a
tender has been let for complete
repairs and renovations to be car-
ried out at the Marvel Loch
school teacher's quarters during
this financiai year.

SERPENTINE, LOGUJE BROOK,
WAROONA, AND WELLINGTON

DAMS
Cost, and Sur/ace Area

4. The Hon. N. McNeill asked the Min-
ister for Mines:
(1) What was the total cost of con-

struction (including environs)
of-
(a) Serpentine Dam;
(b) Logue Brook Dam;
(c) Waroona Dam; and
(d) increased storage capacity of

Wellington Dam?
(2) What proportion of the cost of

each of the foregoing has been
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